J apandreou plans early elections 


ATHENS (AP) Premier Andreas Fapaadreou has decided to 
call an early national elections several months before his Socialist 
government’s four-year terra rims out, a government spokesman 
^ i said Wednesday. The spokesman, Dimitry Maroudas, said Mr 
A| Papandreou would visit newly elected President Christos Sart- 
■zetakis on Thursday and ask him to dissolve parliament “soon 
after it has approved the planned constitutional amendments ” 
Tte spokesman gave no date for the elections, but government 
officials said the polls would be held in June or July. The 
_ c | constitutional revisions, already submitted to parliament and due 
!° v . otcd °n next week, must be approved by the 300-member 
'* *1 house in two separate votes held one montii apart. Elections can 
be held one month' after parliament is dissolved. 



An indep 


Gromyko says summit good idea 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
indicated Wednesday Washington and Moscow were still far 
from agreeing a date or place for a summit meeting, a spokesman 
for visiting Canadian Foreign Minister Joe Dark reported. Mr. 
Gromyko's comments, the first word from the Kremlin on 
prospects for a meeting between President Reagan and new 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, came during talks with Mr. 
Clark Wednesday, press spokesman Sean Brady told reporters. 
Brady said Mr. Gromyko had made clear that Moscow favoured 
a summit but not a meeting for its own sake. “In principle yes, 
the idea of a mee ting _was probably a good idea at some point, 
but they certmnj^pere^owhere near choosing a date or a- 
■ venue," safd ; iij iv summary of Mr. Gromyko’s 

remarks. (S&*emli^aory 6U : 8} 
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: i King congratulates 
^Senegal, Hungary 

■^V 

? AMMAN "(Petra) — His Majesty 
•v^King Hussein Wednesday cabled 
' " congratulations president of Sen- 
V l -:fega! Abdo Diouf and President of 
^.Hungary Janos Kadar on the occ- 
asion of die two countries’ ind- 
ependence days. The King wished 
; the peoples of Senegal and Hun- 
gary continued progress and pro- 
asperity. 

^Roadside bomb 
=: i injures Israeli troops 

v SI DON (R) — a roadside bomb 
: .wounded several Israeli soldiers in 
occupied South Lebanon Wed- 
.jj lesday, Lebanese security sources 
^iaid. An Israeli truck was hit and 
IQ ts occupants wounded when a 
bomb exploded near the village of 
^ouair, west of Nabatiyeh, the 
sources said. A Reuter cor- 
respondent a few kilometres to the 
'lorth saw a black column of 
7 smoke from the blast as bursts of 
.'--tooting echoed through the hills. 
’^There was no immediate con- 
Inflation of the casualties from 
'Israel. 

‘Aziz arrives 
‘-in Peking 

PEKING (AP) — Iraqi Foreign 
":.ilinister Tareq Aziz arrived Wed- 
lesday in Peking, where earlier in 
■he day a government spokesman 
repeated China's denial that it has 
: concluded a major arms deal with 
-..ran. The Iraqi embassy said Mr. 
."Aziz, arriving from Tokyo, was 
: jere as a member of an Arab Lea- 
: »ue delegation and not in his off- 
icial capacity as Iraq's foreign rain- 
-r ster. Embassy officials declined to 
-ay how long he would stay or 
-which Chinese leaders he. would 

- — — - 1 , —t~ • _ ■ t ^ — 

-meet. 

Syria wants to 
send troops to Sidon 


<UWAIT (R) — Syria has told 
iaudi Arabia and Kuwait it wants 
3 send troops to Sidon in South 
-ebanon to block efforts to par- 
• . ition the country, a Kuwaiti new- 
.- paper said Wednesday. The Ara- 
bic daily Al Oabas. quoting Arab 
liplomatic sources, said Syria had 
d ready taken a political decision 
.0 send forces to Sidon and its 
' foreign Minister Farouq Ai Sha- 
Va, who flew to Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait Tuesday to deliver mes- 
ages to their leaders, consulted 
" hem on the move. 


taboos rejects joint 
Gulf military pact 

-.i 

-AJRO (R) — Sultan Oaboos of 
Oman has rejected the idea of 
orming a military pact of Gulf 
Arab countries similar to NATO 
jr the Warsaw Pact “Some Gulf 
rations are promoting the idea of 
wilding a joint military force to be 
mder a single command and 
eady to deploy in any Gulf state 
iit any time," Sultan Oaboos said 
n an interview with the Cairo 
veekly AJ Mussawar. 

Luce holds 
alks in Doha 

.DOHA (AP) — British Minister 
f State for Foreign Affairs Ric- 
lard Luce held talks Wednesday 
vith the Oatari leadership on the 
in al leg of an Arab Gulf tour foc- 
lsing on a discussion of ways to 
;ettle the Iran-Iraq war. 
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Jordan condemns attack on Rome 
embassy as cowardly terrorist act 

Lebanese passport holder arrested after rocket assault 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Foreign Ministry Wed- 
nesday strongly condemned a terrorist att- 
ack on Jordan’s embassy in Rome as a “cow- 
ardly terrorist act” and called on Italy to 
identify the real planners” of the attack. 


tt 


In a statement issued here after 
the attack, which damaged the 
fourth floor of the building where 
Jordan's embassy is located on the 
fifth floor, the Foreign Ministry 
said Rome police have arrested a 
20-year-old man carrying a Leb- 
anese passport and a nine- 
millimetre pistol. 

The ministry said the attack 
“was carried out against the Jor- 
danian embassy in Rome by some 
terrorist dements" and that the 
government “condemns these 
cowardly, terrorist acts which 
expose the lives of civilians and 
innocent people to danger." 

The Jordanian government is in • 
continuous contact with the Ita- 
lian government to urge Italy to 
“ use all possible efforts to identify 
the real planners of the incident,'’ 
the Foreign Ministry’s statement 
said. 

it was the second attack on Jor- 
danian properly in Rome in two 
weeks. Police, who arrested the 
man,said the bomb was fired from 


a hand-held weapon in a square 
about 200 metres from the bui- 
lding in the Parioli district, where 
many embassies are located. 

The shell narrowly missed the 
embassy offices on the top floor of 
the five-storey building and ins- 
tead hit an apartment below, blo- 
wing out a window. No injuries 
were reported. 

The man dropped the launcher 
and ran off, but guards at the state 
electric company stopped and 
held him until police arrived. 

Questioned at police hea- 
dquarters the man said he was a 
member of a shadowy group cal- 
ling itself “black September.” pol- 
ice said. 

The group claimed res- 
ponsibility for attacks that injured 
rive people in offices of Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airlines, in 
Rome. Athens and Nicosia on 
March 21. 

Police said the arrested man had 
placed the launcher on a saloon 
car to steady his aim but that his 


shoulder was injured by recoil. 

A family in the fourth’ floor apa- 
rtment which was struck by the 
shell escaped injury because they 
were sitting on the far side of the 
building, police said. 

The weapon, an M-72 anti-tank 
rocket laundier, was found und- 
erneath a car across from the bui- 
lding. police said, adding that the 
suspect also' carried a Swiss-made 
pistol. Police earlier identified the 
weapon as a U.S.-made bazooka. 

Police said the man identified 
himself as Ahmad Mimour, 20, 
and that he told them he had arr- 
ived in Italy on March 27. 

A woman had given him the 
launcher and a pistol Wednesday 
morning and they were to meet at 
Rome's main railway station after 
the attack. 

The man told police the woman 
kept his passport and was to have 
returned it to him afterwards. 

Fuad Bitar, representative of 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) in Italy, was quo- 
ted by the Italian news agency 
ANSA as saying the attack was an 
attempt to sabotage the recent 
accord between Jordan and the 
PLO on a formula for joint action 
towards Middle East peace. 

Mr. Bitar said terrorists car- 
rying out attacks such as Wed- 
nesday's were serving the interests 
of Israel and the United States. 

On March 20 a group was for- 


med in Damascus called the “nat- 
ional from for Palestine sal- 
vation," and Mr. Bitar said Wed- 
nesday it was the Syrian and 
Libyan-backed alternative to the 
PLO. 

In Paris, an anonymous caller, 
in a telephone call to the French 
news agency Agence France Pre- 
sse, claimed responsibility for 
Wednesday's attack. 

Some PLO officials have said 
that “black September" is a name 
used as a cover by Syrian and Lib- 
yan intelligence agents working 
against the Jordan -PLO agr- 
eement. 

Wednesday's attack was one of 
a series against Jordanian targets 
in Europe in recem years. 

' On Ocl 26, 1983, the Jor- 
danian ambassador to Italy, Tay- 
seer AUaedin Touqan, was wou- 
nded by an unidentified gunman 
in Rome. 

On Nov. 7, 1983, gunmen killed 
a non-diploma tic employee of the 
Jordanian embassy m Athens and 
injured another in the city's mar- 
ket. 

On Nov. 29, 1984, a man tried 
to shoot a senior diplomat at the 
Jordanian embassy in Athens as 
the envoy was driving home, but 
fled after his gun jammed. 

On Dec. 4, 1984, a gunman shot 
dead Jordanian diplomat Azmi Al 
Mufti in Bucharest. 


Israel 

violated - - 
Geneva 
Convention, 
ICRC says 

GENEVA (Agencies) — The In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said Wednes- 
day that Israel violated a Geneva 
convention protecting civilians in 
war-time by transferring some 
1,000 prisoners held in Lebanon 
to Israel. 

A statement said Israel 
violated the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention which prohibits deporta- 
tions of prisoner from an occu- 
pied territory to the territory of 
the occupying power. 

It said Israeli authorities 
Wednesday handed over to the 
Red Cross more than 700 prison- 
ers from the Ansar camp in 
southern Lebanon. About 1,000 
prisoners were transferred to 
Israel. 

The Israeli authorities told the 
ICRC that the prisoners would be 
taken back eventually to a new 
prison camp now being built in 
southern Lebanon, the ICRC 
statement said. 

The Geneva-based ICRC, in 
an unusual public accusation, said 
Wednesday the transfer of pris- 
oners from Ansar to Israel 
violates the Geneva Conventions. 

But it said 1,000 “detainees 
have been transferred to Israel, 
violating Articles 49 and 76 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention.” 
The 1949 convention deals with 
treatment of civilians in time of 
war. Article 49 prohibits “forci- 
ble transfers... from occupied 
tenitoiy to the territory of the 
occupying power or that of any 
other country.” 

Article 76 stipulates that civi- 
lians “accused of offences shall be 
detained in the occupied country 
and if convicted they shall serve 
their sentences therein." 

A senior Israeli government 
official told reporters, the prison- 
ers taken to Israel were being 
held under administrative deten- 
tion orders which must be re- 
newed every three months. 

The administrative orders, 
used widely by Israel to detain 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank, were adopted from British 
law used in Palestine during the 
British mandate period. 

In London, the human rights 
group Amnesty International said 
the statement that Israel h^d be- 
gun freeing hundreds of 
Lebanese prisoners did not re- 
duce its concern about the hun- 
dreds more who were being trans- 
ferred to Israel. 


Arab League to hold urgent talks 
in AinMan on S. Lebanon situation 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — The Arab League 
Council will hold an emergency 
session in Amman on Friday upon 
the request of Jordan to discuss 
the situation in South Lebanon 
where Palestinian refugee camps 
have been the target of fierce att- 
acks by Lebanese Falangists and 
Israeli-backed gunmen, the Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra, said 
Wednesday. 

Petra said all permanent rep- 
resentatives of member states of 
the Arab League have agreed to 
attend the meeting. It quoted 
sources close to Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat as saying that 
the PLO leader will attend the 
meeting. 

His Majesty King Hussein, in a 
telephone call to Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday, voiced concern over the 
situation in South Lebanon in the 
wake of the militia assaults on Pal- 
estinian refugee camps there and 
offered to do whatever Jordan 
could to alleviate the suffering of 
the besieged refugees. 

Jordan's request for the eme- 
rgency meeting of the Arab Lea- 
gue Council was made on Tuesday 


through the Kingdom’s per- 
manent delegate to the Arab Lea- 
gue headquarters in Tunis. 

Meanwhile, leaders of Pal- 
estinian refugee camps in Jordan 
Wednesday appealed to Lebanese 
President Amin Gemayel, Arab 
League Secretary- General Chadli 
Klibi. United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar and the president of the 
U.N. Security Council to int- 
ervene and take effective mea- 
sures to protect the Palestinian 
refugees living in camps in South 
Lebanon. 

The refugee leaders, in cables to 
Mr. Gemayel, Mr. Klibi, Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar and the Security 
Council, urged immediate int- 
ernational action to “stop the 
massacres being perpetuated aga- 
inst refugee camps and the Leb- 
anese people in South Lebanon 
under Israeli occupation within 
sight and hearing of the mt- 
emational community." 

The camp leaders also sent a 
cable to Mr. Arafat affirming their 
support for and solidarity with the 
residents of refugee camps and 1 
the Lebanese in South Lebanon in 
“their struggle for the liberation of 
the usurped Palestinian land 
under the leadership of the PLO.” 


People in the southern Leb- 
anese dty of Sidon took cover in 
basements and stairwells Tuesday 
as shells crashed into residential 
areas, security sources told Reu- 
ter. 

Six people were wounded as 
heavy fighting erupted between 
the mostly Christian fightersof the 
Falangist "Lebanese Forces" 
and the pro-Israeli "South Leb- 
anon Array" militiamen con- 
fronting Palestinian and their sup- 
porters in Sidon’s eastern out- 
skirts, they said. 

The clashes followed sporadic 
exchanges earlier in the day. City 
officials said 54 people had been 
killed, 170 wounded and some 
60,000 driven from their homes 
since the militiamen began their 
assaults on Palestinian refugee 
camps east of Sidon on March 18. 

Sidon's Palestinian refugee 
camp of Mieh Mieh and ‘Ain AJ 
Hilweh were shelled overnight as 
the assaults continued. 

Some 20,000 Palestinians who 
were made homeless in the she- 
lling were living in temporary' acc- 
ommodation in Sidon while 326 
Palestinian families had gone to 
camps elsewhere in Lebanon, the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) for Palestinians said. 


Ex- Ansar detainees 
vow to continue fight 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
occupation troops in South Leb- 
anon Tuesday freed about 750 
detainees, mostly Lebanese nat- 
ionals, from Israel's notorious 
Ansar camp after transferring 
over 1,000 others to Israeli jails. 

Chanting anti-Israeli slogans, 
jubilant prisoners were loaded 
aboard open-sided Safari trucks in 
an operation supervised by the 
Red Cross and driven to towns 
around south and central Leb- 
anon. 

The detainees taunted guards 
with “V” signs and shouts of 
“Death for Israel" and “Victory 
for Khomeini," the Shfite leader 
of Iran. 

One group of prisoners, their 
wrists bound by white plastic han- 
dcuffs, left the camp signing in 
shrill Arabic: “We have the 
bombs and the RPGs (rocket- 
propelled grenades). We are with 
Khomeini." 

As the detainees left, dem- 
olition teams began rolling up 
miles of barbed wire, bulldozers 
flattened the ted earth ramparts, 
and a crane uprooted metal wat- 
ch towers. 

The convoys of trucks relayed 
the freed prisoners from the camp 


at Ansar eight kilometres north to 
a checkpoint at the hill village of 
Nmairiyeh, where officials of the 
International Com mi nee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) took charge of 
them. 

The release of the detainees, 
follows the transfer to a jail in Isr- 
ael Tuesday of around 1,000 
Ansar detainees accused by the 
Israelis of taking part in attacks on 
their troops. 

In a report from the Ansar camp 
Israel Radio said Israeli troops 
had completed the evacuation of 
the detention facility and had 
begun dismantling the barbed 
wire compound built soon after 
Israel invaded Lebanon in June 
1982. 

Many of the inmates sang nat- 
ionalist songs during the eva- 
cuation and declared that they 
would return to act against Israel, 
the radio reported. 

Israel Television’s military cor- 
respondent said the operation 
could enable the army to pull out 
of an area around the camp where 
troops have come under frequent 
resistance attack. 

Ansar is set on a rocky plateau 
above the town of Nabatiyeh , 


Israelis 

storm 

another 

Lebanese 

village 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — An Israeli 
armed convoy entered a South 
Lebanese village and rounded up 
about 300 men for questioning 
Wednesday, a U.S. spokesman 

said. 

U.N. spokesman Timur Goksel 
said the Israelis entered the village 
of Teir Zebna, 16 kilometres east 
of Tyre, early Wednesday and had 
rounded up 300 men in the village 
school for questioning. 

Goksel said the Israelis were 
searching houses and shops. He 
said Ghanaian U.N. soldiers from 
the U.N. Interim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFLL) were in the vil- 
lage, along with observers from 
UNIFIL headquarters. 

Security sources, who asked not 
to be named, said more than 200 
Israeli troops were involved. 

The sources said the Israelis 
also brought a bulldozer, which 
the) 1 have used in the past to dem- 
olish houses where they claim 
weapons are found. 


A 20-year-old Lebanese passport holder, identified 
as Ahmad Mimour, who launched a rocket at the 
Jordanian embassy in Rome, is taken away in 


handcuffs by Italian police shortly after the attack 
on Wednesday IAP »i rephoto! 


Masri 
briefs 
Ceausescu 
on efforts 
for peace 

VIENNA (R) — Romanian Pres- 
ident Nicolae Ceausescu. who 
often plays a mediating role in 
Middle East affairs, Wednesday 
received Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri, the 
Agerpres news agency- reported. 

Agerpres said Mr. Masri 
briefed Mr. Ceausescu on Jor- 
dan’s efforts for a peaceful settle- 
ment of the Middle East conflict. 

In his reply Mr. Ceausescu 
renewed a call for an internation- 
al conference on the Middle East 
under United Nations auspices 
and including both superpowers. 
Agerpres said. 

Holland supports accord 

Meanwhile in Amsterdam, a 
Senior Dutch government official 
Wednesday praised the Feb. 11 
accord between Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and said that the 
Netherlands considers the agree- 
ment a positive step towards solv- 
ing the Middle East problem. 

Amad Hatzing, director of the 
Middle East department at the 
Dutch Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs told Petra that Holland 
will support and encourage the 
accord through meetings of the 
European Community (EC) of 
which the Netherlands is a 
member. 

He also said that United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution 
242 should be the. basic element 
in any form of future negotiations 
that will deal with the Palestinian 
problem. 

Mr. Hatzing said Holland wel- 
comes the idea of an Internation- 
al peace conference but he stres- 
sed that preparations for such a 
peace conference should be 
adequate in order to ensure the 
success of such a peace confer- 
ence. 

U.N. chief 
says Iran 
rejected 
proposals 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — U-N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar saw the Iranian and 
Iraqi chiefs of mission in Muscat 
Wednesday and said later Iran 
did not accept bis ideas for solv- 
ing the Gulf conflict. 

He told a news conference: 
“The parties maintain their posi- 
tion... the Iranians are not, at 
least for the time being, prepared 
to accept my approach of addres- 
sing the whole problem." 

Iraq has said it would welcome 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar in Baghdad 
to discuss a comprehensive cease- 
fire as a prelude to a negotiated 
settlement. Iran, however, says it 
will only discuss artacks on civi- 
lians and shipping as well as 
chemical weapons which it alleges 
Iraq has used. 


King receives Armitage 


AMMAN (J.T.) - His Majesty 
King Hussein WednesJay rec- 
eived U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
Defence for International Sec- 
urity Affairs Richard Arniiuge 
and a military delegation acc- 
ompanying him. Attending the 
meeting at the Royal Court were 
Arme-1 Forces CcmmanJer- 
iu-Chiel General Sharif ZaiJ !bn 
Shaker, and U.S. Ambassador to 
Amman Paul Boeker. 

On Tuesday. Sharif Zaid dis- 
cussed Jordan's arms needs with 
Mr. Armitage. who arrived on 
Monday. 

That was the first announced 
contact between the two countries 
on arms questions since President 
Reagan c year ago cancelled the 
sale 'of Stinger ami-aircraft mis- 
siles to Jordan. 


Jordan then discussed arms 
purchases with France and Bri- 
tain. and in January signed a con- 
tract with the Soviet Union for an 
air Jefcnce system. 

Following his talks on Tuesday, 
Mr. Armitage told the Associated 
Press that he believes King Hus- 
sein's peace effort could improve 
the chance for U.S. arms sales to 
Jordan. As a result he said, U.S. 
congressmen who opposed the 
sales previously were now “ready 
to watch and listen lor what he has 
to SlV." 

Mr. Armitage's current visit to 
Jordan is pan of regular U.S.- 
Jordunian talks on the Kingdom's 
military -needs, the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, said Tue- 
sday. 


Palestinians defy curfew 
to attend KhaiaPs funeral 

RAMALLAH.theoocupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Hundreds of 
Palestinians defied an Israeli 
curfew Wednesday to attend the 
funeral of Karim 'Khalaf. a for- 
mer West Bank mayor. 

Mr. Khalaf, 48, who died on 
Saturday of a heart attack, was 
buried in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. where he was mayor 
for 10 years starting in 19'72 until 
being deposed for refusing to 
work with the Israeli occupation 
authorities' "civil administration” 
for the region. 

The town has been under cur- 
few since an Israeli settler was kil- 
led in nearby Al Bireh on Sunday. 

Israeli occupation authorities 


tried to restrict Mr. KhalaFs fun- 
eral to close relatives but about 
residents followed his coffin thr- 
ough Ramallah and chanted, 
■'With Blood and Spirit We Will 
Redeem You”. 

In 19.80. Mr. Khalaf and Bas- 
sam Shaaka, Mayor of Nablus, 
were maimed in car bombings Isr- 
ael has said were plotted by mem- 
bers of a Jewish extremist group 
later imprisoned on charges of 
anti-Arab crimes. Mr. Khalaf lost 
a foot. 

No Israeli troops were in evi- 
dence during the funeral pro- 
cession from Mr. Khalaf s home to 
Ramailah's Greek Orthodox 
Church. 


NOW OPEN 

Marco Polo Italian Restaurant 

The most elegant Italian restaurant in Amman. 
Ambassador Hotel — Shmeisani 

Tel: 665161/62/63, Ext. 93 
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2 Horne- Middle East news 


Iraq reportedly negotiating 
to buy Mirage 2000 planes 


PARIS (R) — Iraq is negotiating to buy between 40 
and 48 Mirage 2000 fighter-bombers from the 
privately-owned French firm Dassault-Breguet, 
industry sources said Wednesday. 


But the sources said they did 
□ot believe a deal was about to be 
signed, as reported by the British 
magazine Jane's Defence Week- 
ly, which said France would supp- 
ly 60 of the advanced aircraft. 

“I have not heard that the talks 
have reached as advanced a stage 
as that,” one source said. 

Dassault refused to commeal 
on the Jane's report. 

The magazine said Iraq would 
also replenish its stocks of Exocet 
missiles, which it has used to 
attack shipping in the Gulf during 
its AVr year war with Iran, and of 
air-to-air missiles. France would 
also supply additional Mirage F-l 
planes and helicopters, it added. 


Spokesmen for state-owned 
Aerospatiale, which .makes the 
missiles, were unavailable for 
comment. 

Commenting on the Mirage re- 
port, the industry sources 
cautioned that the Baghdad gov- 
ernment had not signed a letter of 
intent and might have difficulties 
paying for .such a large contract. 

Buf France has shown its wil- 
lingness to help Baghdad with its 
financial difficulties by reschedul- 
ing its 1985 debt repayments to 
Paris two weeks ago. 

This was pan of a deal reached 
last year under which France will 
give ’Iraq more time to pay debts 
believed to total more than $5 


Cyprus frees hijacker 


NICOSIA (Rj — Cyprus has 
freed one of two jailed hijackers 
whose release armed gunmen de- 
manded when they seized a Cyp- 
rus Airways airliner in Beirut last 
February. 

Officials said Mehdi Saadoun 
Haji Hassan, 21 . jailed for seven 
years in 1983 for hijacking a 
Romanian airliner to Cyprus, was 
released Tuesday under normal 
review procedures for foreign 
prisoners, and not in response to 
demands made by the Beirut 


gunmen. 

“The review of the hijackers’ 
case had begun before our plane 
was seized in Beirut." a govern- 
ment spokesman said. 


Over 15 gunmen held the crew 
of a Cyprus Airways Boeing 707 
hostage for six hours in Beirut to 
demand the release of Hass3n 
and Aref Ahmad Raja, 24. 
Lebanese who hijacked an airlin- 
er in June 1983. Official sources 
said Raja's release was imminent. 


Libya offered $5b for 
unity pact, Sudan says 


WASHINGTON (R) — Sud- 
anese President Jaafar Numeiri 
was quoted Wednesday as saying 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
bad offered S5 billion if he would 
sign a unity pact similar to the 
one Libya worked out with 
Morocco last year. 

Mr. Numeiri. in an interview 
published in Wednesday's 
Washington Post, said the offer 
was made to Sudan's ambassador 
in Paris several months ago by an 
envoy of Col. Qadhafi. 

“We refused, and we stopped 
talking with him.” Mr. Numeiri 
said. 


Mr. Numeiri said he believed 
the Qadhafi offer was an attempt 
to drive a wedge between Sudan 
and Egypt. They are linked by an 
economic integration accord* 

Mr. Numeiri, who arrived last 
week, held talks with President 
Reagan on Monday. Washington 
later released $67 million in eco- 
nomic aid that had been withheld 
until the Sudanese government 
took steps on economic reform. 

Washington also agreed to pro- 
vide an additional 225.000 tons of 
food aid to Sudan where some six 
million people are affected by a 
prolonged drought. 


billion. 

An order from Iraq for Mirage 
2000$ would mark a further suc- 
cess by Dassault following 
Egypt’s order of 20 of the same 
planes in 1983, a letter of intent 
for 40 of them from Greece last 
November and advanced discus- 
sions with Abu Dhabi for a furth- 
er 18. Saudi Arabia is also nego- 
tiating a purchase.* 

Iraq is currently taking deliver- 
ies of 29 of Dassault's Mirage 
F-1C planes, ordered in February 
1982. It earlier bought about 40 
F-ls and some of Dassault's Su- 
per-Etendard jets. 

The negotiations with Iraq 
come at a time wben Paris is 
trying to improve relations with 
Iran, previously hurt by arms 
supplies to Baghdad. 

Iranian Parliament speaker Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
last week Tehran was willing to 
improve ties with Paris if the 
French government would alter 
its policies. 



Minister of Culture, Tourism and Antiquities and 
Acting Minister of Information Taber Hikmai (left) 
Wednesday receives Jordanian Journalists Ass-' 


odatkin President Mahmoud A1 Kayed (centre left) 
and members of the association at the Ministry of 
Information (Petra photo) 


Hikmat pledges support for journalists 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture, Tourism 
and Acting Minister of Information Taber Hikmat 
received at the Minisn^ of Information Wednesday 
Jordanian Journalists Association (JJA) President 
Mahmoud A1 Kayed and members of the ass- 
ociation. 

A comprehensive review of matters and subjects 
pertaining to the JJA was carried out duriag the 
meeting. Mr. Hikmat also wished the president and 


members all success. 

The minister promised to meet all demands 
which would help to raise the standard of jou- 
rnalism in the country and which would enable 
journalists to fulfil their mission. 


The meeting was attended by the acting director 
general of the department of press and pub- 
lications. Mr. Issa Jahmani. 


tflRDAN HMES. THn «SDAY.FRlDAY APML ^5, I« 

Carter warned Khomeini, 
Qadhafi against attacks’ 

_ t into the Middle 1 


f 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
has suggested the admmistranon 
of President Ronald Reagan, by 
threatening to retaliate against 
terrorists, is portraying the Un- 
ited States as a tough-talking na- 
tion while continuing to suffer 
. repeated terrorist attacks without 

retribution.” . . 

Mr. Carter said that a few days 
after the American hostages were 
seized inside the U.S. embassy m 
Tehran in November 1979, he 
quietly warned the Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini that if any 
Americans were injured or lol- 
led “wewould respond with milit- 
ary attacks” against Iran. 

Probably as a result, Mr. Car- 
ter told the Associated Press in an 
interview, the Iranian revolution- 
ary leader “never put a hostage 
on trial and never deliberately 
injured or killed a hostage. 

Mr. Carter, who was defeated 
for re-election by Mr. Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, revealed secret 
threats he made against Iran and 
Libya as he discussed his new- 
book, the Blood of Abraham: 


Insights Into the Middle East. 

TOe book compliments Mr. 
Reagan for bis September 1982 
Middle East peace initiative but 
criticises him foi showing “httfe 
interest in diplomacy and a 
readiness to use force m efforts to 
resolve regional disputes. 

Replying to questions in a 1 9th 
Century house maintained for 
former presidents across Pennsyi- 
vania Avenue from the White 
House, Mr. Carter called U.S. 
intervention in Lebanon “quite 
damaging" and said Mr. Reagan 
failed to adequately follow up his 
own peace plan after Israel re- 
jected it. 

He said no headway toward 

peace in the Middle East could be 

expected unless Mr. Reagan or 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
takes an “active role" in promot- 
ing Arab-Israeli negotiations. 
The only alternative to one of 
them would be for Mr. Reagan to 
name former U.S. President 
Gerald Ford or former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger as his 
personal emissary, Mr. Carter 
said. 


i 


Murphy: Qadhafi adopting causes with no connection with Libya, Islam 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — Lib- 
yan Col. Muammar Qadhafi has 
adopted causes “which have no- 
remote connection to Libya, with 
Islam or with decent international 
standards of conduct,'’ according 
to Richard Murphy. U S. assistant 
secretary of state for Near Eastern 
and South Asian affairs. 

Mr. Murphy, speaking on April 
1 before the National Foreign Pol-- 
icy Conference for leaders in hig- 
her and international education at 
the U.S. Department of State, 
cited the funding Col. Qadhafi is 
supplying to insurgents in the Phi- 
lippines and to a -variety of other 
forces including those in Northern 
Ireland. 

The basic American policy reg- 
arding Col. Qadhafi is “to freeze 
him out. however we can," Mr. 
Murphy said. The assistant sec- 
retary said Col. Qadhafi "has dis- 
tinguished himself in the annals of 
evil" and that he has not been able 
to find “any redeeming social 
value in the man yet", adding that 
the colonel has “a vicious streak." 

Mr, Murphy said Col. Qadhaffs 
viciousvStreak has been directed 
principally ai his own people and 
exiles who face the threat of Lib- 
yan nit squads. 


The conference at which Mr. 
Murphy spoke was cosponsored 
by tne Department of state and 
the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities with the 
American Association of Colleges 
for Teacher Education and the 
International Council on Edu- 
cation for Teaching. 

The assistant secretary also res- 
ponded to questions on the Mid- 
east. Iran and India. 

Carlton W. Knight II of the 
American University of Beirut 
told Mr. Murphy, in the preface to 
a question, that U.S. policy in the 
Middle East was losing credibility 
because it was neither realistic or 
balanced. Mr. Murphy responded 
by saying. “Realism tends to be in 
the eye of the beholder.” and 
asked Mr. Knight to be more spe- 
cific. 

Mr. Knight asked why the U.S. 
does not want to talk to various 
agencies, governments or patties 
in the Middle East. Mr. Murphy 
said, "We’re not talking to the 
Iranians because they have not- 
hing to say to us — they've made 
that plain.” 

Regarding the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) Mr. 
I Murphy said, “ We _ adopted a pol- 


icy back in '75 that we wouldn't 
recognise or negotiate with the 
PLO until it accepted those two 
U.N. resolutions — U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 338 
— and stated or pronounced on 
Israel's righL to exisL.” 

Mr. Murphy pointed out that 
the United States cannot gua- 
rantee thq PLO a seat at any fut- 
ure negotiating table because 
“we’re not going to be able to 
issue a guest list." He stressed that 
the guest list would have to be acc- 
eptable to all the parties. Despite 
Israel's unwilling to sit down with 
the PLO. Mr. Murphy stressed 
U.S. readiness to enter into a sub- 
stantive dialogue wirh the PLO. 
He said. “We have sent that mes- 
sage very clearly over the past few 
years." First however, he said, the 
PLO must communicate its wil- 
lingness to accept the standard 
formula of peace regarding the 
U.N. resolutions and Israel's right 
to exist. 

In response to Mr. Knight's 
remarks that the U.S. pursues an 
unbalanced policy in the Middle 
East Mr, Murphy said, “We are 
not selecting Israel here as our 
only friend because it is not a ten- 
able policy* We need many friends ' 


in the area. And we are trying 
every way we can to keep the cha- 
nnels of communications open." 

Speaking about the rise of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini and Islamic 
fundamentalism, Mr. Murphy 
observed that Shia Islam has gone 
through waves of fundamental ism 
in the past and that it is not som- 
ething new in the Mideast. He said 
the current popular phase can be 
attributed to the frustrations of 
people in the region. People are 
frustrated, he said, when their lea- 
ders do not give them the answers 
they want on various subjects inc- 
luding the Arab-israel conflict 
and unemployment. Then, when 
they fail to receive their answers 
they “go back to the faith,” he 
said. 

“Lebanon is the killing ground, 
Lebanon is the proving ground for 
Khomeini,” Mr. Murphy said. 
Khomeini wants to show that his 
Islamic revolution is valid and 
applicable throughout the Islamic 
World, he explained. The United 
States is doing what it can, Mr. 
Murphy said, to get the message 
across that it supports Lebanese 
sovereignty. 

Most of Mr. Murphy’s prepared 
statement dealt with -the Arab* 


Israeli peace process. He said the 
term “peace process” is overused 
and that it “implies an objective, 
as yet unfulfilled; worthy, yet still 
elusive... There have been a lot of 
mix ed signals in the aftermath of 
the H ussein -Arafat agreement." 

Mr. Murphy also commented 
on Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak's recent efforts to nudge 
the peace process along by sug- 
gesting that the U.S. agree to a 
pr elimin ary meeting with a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. 

“We are not entirely clear, on 
our part, as to how this would adv- 
ance our goal of direct neg- 
otiations between Israel and Jor- 
dan. Nor can we be certain what 
the Arab side may have in mind 
about the make up of a joint del- 
egation ” Muiphysaid. He added, 
“and it's for this reason that I am 
being sent back to the region this 
month to explore with the parties 
wbat we can do to be helpful.” 

During and after Mr. Mub- 
arak’s U.S. visit, Mr. Murphy said, 
there were various press reports 
suggesting that the U.S. had rej- 
ected Mr. Mubarak’s ideas or that 
be-OF-King Hussein or a com- 
bination _qf-T»oth had . been rej- 


ected. “This is not the case," Mr. 
Murphy said. “Nothing has been 
rejected." 

“We share with the players in 
the region a desire to move for- 
ward and are seeking a way of 
doing so," he stated. “The 
strength of our policy is in its con- 
stancy." 

“We have to guard against the 
type of premature activity which 
would stir up unrealistic exp- 
ectations and divert the parties in 
the region from the tough choices 
that only they can make," Mr. 
Murphy said. 

He told the audience of edu- 
cators that the U.S. remains ready 
to do what it can “to end the cycle 
of violence that plagues the area 
and we are actively involved in try- 
ing to move the parties in this dir- 
ection.” He said, “we look for- 
ward to determining when the cur- 
rent momentum will bear Mul 
W e are keenly aware of what rem- 
ains to be done.'’ 

Mr. Murphy also touched bri- 
efly on the Iran-Iraq war, pointing 
out that U.S. policy remains “one 
of neutrality." He said the recent 
attacks on capital dues indicates 
the futility of a military solution or 
-the conflict - ■ 4 -’ v 


TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 720. 1413 KHz 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


MAIN CHANNEL 

17*0 Koran 

17:10 Cartoons 

1730 Children Programmes 

18:05 Waft Disney 

18:50 Local Programme on Agriculture 

19 JO Programme Review 

19-JO Week s Even: 

20*0 News in Arabic 

20J0 Arabic Series 

21J8 Local Programme 

22*0 Tomorrow's programme 

22:10 1 Arabic Pby 

23:00 - News in Arabic 

FOREIGN CHANNEL 

18:00 Cornel de danse 

19*0 News in French 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

20J0 Charles In Charge 

21:10 All The Riven Run 

22*0 News m English 

22:15 Dempsey and Makepeace 


07:00 Newsdesk 07 JO Classical Record 
Review 07:45 Financial Newsfl? 35 Ref- 
lections 08:06 World News 08:09 24 
Hours: News. Summary 08J0 Peebles 
Choice 08:45 The World Today 00:00 
Newsdesk 09J0 Nature Notebook 
09:40 The Fanning World 10:00 World 
News 10:09 24 Hours: News Summary 
10J0 Short Takes 10:45 Network UK 
12:00 World News 11:09 Reflections 
1 1: 15 Country Music Pronle 1 1 JO John 


EXHIBITIONS 


* Art exhibition by Ayyash AJ Netner at 
i be Petra Bank Gallery. 


' Photography exhfljition at Yarmouk 
University. 


Jordan Archaeological Museum: Hasan 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening horns: 9.00 a.ra. - 5.00 pan. 
[Fridays and official holidays 10.00a an. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Martyrs’ Manorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of m Unary memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolr of 1916. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


2130 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:45 Cairo (RJ) 

22*0 Abu Dhabi. Singapore (RJ) 

23 J0 Cairo (MS) 

02J5 London (BA) 


EMERGENCIES 


Sports Giy. Amman. Opening hours 9 
I Saturdays. 


FILM FESTIVAL 


Peel 12.-00 'world News 12.-09 British 


Press Review 12:15 The World Today 
12 JO Financial News 12*0 Look 


RADIO JORDAN 

H55 KHz. A M & 99 MHz, FM 
A pardy on 9560 KHz, SW 

07:00 — Light Music 

07 JO Newsdesk 

08:00 Morning Show 

10*0 News Summary 

10*5 Morning Show 

11*0 Fop Session 

UOO News Summary 

12*5 Pop Session Coatd. 

13*0 News Summary 

13:05 Pop Session 

14*0 - News Bulletin 

14:16 ... Instrumentals 

14:15 ... — Talking Points 

15:00 Concert Hour 

16:00 News Summary 

16:05 - - Instrumentals 

16 JO Old Favourites 

17:00 25 Years of Rock 

18:00 News Summary 

18:65 Special Feature 

18 JO .. From the Holy Koran 

19*0 Newsdesk 

19J8 ... — Date with a Star 

20*t — Evening Show 

21:00 — News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Con id, 

2155 _ News Sununary 

22*0 Evening Show Could. 

23HM — News-Summary 

23:65 Evening Show Contd, 

23*7 — .... News Headlines 

24*0 Closedown 


Ahead 12:45 Monitor 13:00 News 
Summary; Handel and the Oratorio 
13 JO Yes Minister 14*9 World News 
145)9 News aboul Britain 14:15 New 
ideas I4J5 The Week in Wales 14J0 
Assignment 15:00 Radio Newsreel 
15:15 Top Twenty 15:45 Sports 
Round-up 16:00 World News 16:09 24 
Hoursr’News Summary 16JQ Network 
UK 16:45 Kicking Up The Sawdust 
17:00 News Summary: Outlook 17:45 
Land of a Thousand Dances 18:00 
Radio Newsreel 18:15 The Pleasure's 
Yours ISsSO Racing at Cheltenham 
19*0 World News 19*9 Commentary 
19:15 Assignment 19:45 The Work) 
.Today 20*0 World News 2*09 Mer- 
-idian 20:40 The Week in Wales 20*5 
Sports Round-up 21:09 Newsdesk 21 JO 
Discovery 22:00 News Summary; Out- 
look 22:43 Stock Market Report 22:45 
Report on Religion 23:00 World News 
23:09 24 Hours: News Summary 23J9 
Business Matters TAM News Summary 
00*5 In the Meantime 06:15 A Jolly 
Good Show 91:00 Work) News 01:09 
The World Today 01:25 The Week in 
Wales QUO Financial News 01:49 ReF- 


■ A festival of French films at Phi- 
ladelphia Cinema in Jabal Amman — 
(Les Ambassadeuis) 


am .-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Mnsesn: 100 to 
150 yean old items such as oo tunes, 
weapons, musical instrumenu. etc. 
hours: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pun. 
Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 


VIDEO 


SERVICE CLUBS 


■ "Les pel is Metiers" at4-.00pm.ai the 
French Cultural Centre. 


FIELD TRIP 


Lions Am m an Chib. Meetings every 
Gist and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 pm. 

Lions Philadelphia Ctuh’. Meetings 
even- second ami fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 pm. 


I e Lions 01:45 Sports Round-up 02*0 
World News; Commentary 


VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 A SW 7200, 9565, 11740, 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 07 JO VOA 
Morning 96:90 News 08:10 Newsline 
08 JO VOA Morning SM6 News 09:10 
Newsline 09J0 VOA Morning/ News 
Summary 18.-00 News 18:10 Newsline 
18 JO Music USA 19*0 News 19-JO 
Fbcus 1930 Special English News A 
Features 20*0 News ZffelO Newsline 
20J0 Magazine Show 21*0 News 21:10 
Eocus 2130 Special English News- A 
Features 22rfE$ News 22:10 Newsline 
America 22 JO Music USA 23.-00 News 
A Editorial 23:15 Mnsfc USA Jan 2440 
News 00:10 World Report 


* A field nip to Azraq on Friday. Dep- 
arture at 8:30 am. from the Dep- 
artment of Antiquities Registration 
Centre. 

FILM 

* "Norma. "Rae" at 7:00 pm. at the 
American Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147-8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institate 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre ....... 665195 

Hussein Youth City 6671S1 

Y.WAfA 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ... 636111 
University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Fa fttnr e Mnmanr Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasb'(4[h to 18th 
centuriesL The Roman Theatre. 
A m man. Opening bouts: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 


Ph fl ariri phta Rotary Club. Meetings 
cv«rv Wedne 


- ... .Vednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1 JO pm. 

Btey Cbb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercraiinemai Hotel. "2. 00 pm. 
Royal AnWruMc Club. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Curie. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 624590. 

Church a f the Anmmriaflan (Roman. 
Catbotic) Jabal Luwefcdeh. 637440. 

De la Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Aanna rtol ar (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdaii. 623541. 

Angbcan Church (Church of the Red- 
eener) Jabal Amman. 625383. 
Armenian CotboQc Church Ashralieh. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafiefa, 
775261. 

Sl Ephrakn Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodoxjt Ashralieh. 771751. 

Amman ipruMHimi Church ( Inter - 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmetsani. 816534. 


PRAYER TIMES 


M*5 ... 
06:19 


12.-40 . — 

16:13 

18*9 


..... Fajr 

/■Sunrise) Doha 


— — Dhnhr 

‘Asr 


Maghreb 


2<h23 'Isfia 


This information is supplied by Alin inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Atia 
International Airport td. (OS) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

09:15 Bucharest (RO) 

10:15 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

I0J0 Aqaba (RJ) 

10*5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

10 J5 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

10*5 .... — Kuwait (RJ) 

IMS Jeddah (RJ) 

10:45 Cairo (RJ) 

11:00 Dhahran (RJ) 

11*0 * Beirut (RJ) 

12J0 — Istanbul. Ankara (TKj 

12 JO Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(CF) 

14 J5 — Kuwait (KU) 

16:45 Cairo (RJ) 

16:45 Baghdad (lAl 

17:15 Rio de Janeiro. Lisbon (1A) 

17:40 . — Laroaca (RJ) 

17:45 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

18 JS Athens (RJ) 

18J0 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

18:46 Belgrade, Istanbul (RJ) 

19- 35 .... Amsterdam. Lamaca (KLM) 

20- 05 Kuwait (RJ) 

2035 Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 

2L20 Athens (OA) 

23120 Cairo (MS) 

2330 London (BA) 

01:45 Cairo (RJ) 

02:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

06:45 Cairo (RJ) 

06 JO Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

OfcOO Beirut (F 

08.-00 Damascus. Paris (/ 

08:15 ... — Aqaba i 

06:45 Beirut (A ' 

12*0 — ........ Vienna, New York (Rl) 

12:15 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

12:15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

12 JO Athens (RJ) 

12J0 Ankara. Istanbul (TK). 

13:00 — — Paris. London (RJ) 

L3KW Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF) 

13-J0 . — „. — Brussels. Frankfurt (Rl) 

.1*50 ... Lamaca (CY) 

1M0 Kuwait (KU) 

21:15 Jeddah (RJ) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 


Ambulance 193,775111 

Firstaid, fire, police — 199 

Blood bank 775121 


Grand Arabian pharmacy 624051 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Mreish pharmacy 770910 


Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 

pore 


— Perseus 

— AJFaradi 

— Susebck 

— Slone Wallacksoc 

— Renee Ddsnas 

— Uriagna 


Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue ... 192. 621111. 637777 

ft)lice headquarters 639141 

Traffic potice 656390-1 

Electric Power Co. 636381- 


Munidpal water service ..... 771125-8 
Queen Alia Int. Airport .. (08) 53333 


HOSPITALS 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324 (six lines) at your service. 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Local selUbuy rata in fils 

Belgian franc ; 65/ 65.5 

Dutch guilder 115.7/ 116.6 

Egyptian guinea 3015/ 3056 

French franc 42.8/ 43.1 


Hussein Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khahdi Maternity, J. Anm 644281-4 
Aldleh Maternity, J. Amman 642441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

M albas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ... 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 



Um llthaina pharmacy 

R 13200 

77R911 

TAXIS: 

41541 




Hussein taxi 

21776 

Ahii taxi 

21127 

AJ-Kooz taxi 


IRBID 

Dr. ALi AJ Omari 

272032 


AJ Halabi pharmacy 


{-) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Azzam AJ Madani 
Dalai pharmacy 


University Honiial 845845 

Dar AJ-Shife, J. Hussein 667158 


....... 985238 

(-) 


Iraqi dinar 42 53/ 432.6 

Itahan lire (for 100) — 20.4/ 20.7 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1 60.1/ 1614 

Kuwaiti dinar 13405 13485 

■ Lebanese lira 22A1 23 

Omatdriyal 1165/ 1174 

Qatari riyal 1115/ 


AJ-Mnasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdaii 665292 

Al-Ahfi, Abdaii 664164 


GENERAL 


Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111 

Army, Marita 891611 


NIGHT DUTY 


Saudi riyal 


112 


Swedish crown 


112/ 1122? 
45/ 45.4 


Swiss franc 154.1/ 

Syrian lira — 35.1/ 

UAE dirham 1102/ 

U JC. sterling pound — 49631/ 500.9 

US. dollar 405/ 4075 

W. German mark 130.6 131.6 


1555 

36 

111 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Azzam 818911 

Dr. Add Dabdouh 893644 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism ...... 

Hold complaints 

Price complaints 

Teleph one: 

Information ........... 

Jordan and Middle East eaii^ 

Overseas calls 

Cable or telegram 

Repair service 


773111 
774111 
642311 
666412 
661 176 


12 

10 

17 


II 


WEATHER 


MARKET PRICES . 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It will be pardy cloudy, with ror- 
thwesterly moderate winds. Tem- 
perature will be below normal average. 
In Aqaba, winds w3) be northerly mod- 
erate and calm sea. 


Apple 


Upper gower price in 


— — — - 280 / 240' 

Banana (Mulcammar) 240 / 210 

***** .280 / 250 


Broad beans 


Low thigh temperature in deg.C 

Amman 7/17 

Aqaba 14/27 


Desens ... 


. Jordan Valley . 


6/20 
. 11/25 ' 


Carrot (ydkw) 

Carrot (black) 

Cauliflower 

Cncumber (large) . 
Qntaimbcr (anall) 


90/ 60 
— 60/ 40 
- 140/110 
- 140/110 
140/ 90' 
90/ 70 
150/120 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
A mman lo. Aqaba 26. Humid try rea- 
dings: Amman 57 per cent. Aqaba 23 

per cent. 


Grapefruit ! 

.Lemon 


~. 150/110 
—.140/110 
.240/200 


— 200/170 
.160/130 


■kkndarin „ ion , . «, 

g°»n(greea) .. — 120 / 100 

granges (Shanmouti) 210 / 180 

Jtoiey 70/ ?0 

260 / 220 

pSSfS?* 5 240/200 

“PPCT (hot) enn / 

(local) 170/140 

SSSf 70/ 50 

Tunup 90/ 70 


FOR FRIDAY 

JORDAN TELEVISION 


MAIN CHANNEL 


1M8 

rtdl 


— Koran 
.Cartoons 


lfc4B — Woody Wood p eck e r 

11:15 Chfldwp -PWg wmmc 

12:15 Friday’s Ptaiyer 

13:15 Docmocot&ry 

lAM Soccer 

tSM Knight Rider 

1550 Arabic Programme 

l£38 — ... Maroopolo 

IM Religious Programme 


FOREIGN CHANNEL 

17*0 


17*0 


19*8. 


19-50 . 


19*8 - 


20-38 . 


21:18. 
22*8 . 
2235 - 

MssMarpk 

News in Eagmh 

— — Hot Pursuit 


1L-88 

JUL -88 


, Notts Summary 


1248 


.... Listeners’ Choice 
. News Summary 


2240 . 
22-30 . 


.Listeners’ Choice 


_ The 15th Century AH. 

Over a Cop of Tea 

2341 News Summary 

23*8 Jazz Hoar 


13*1 


13*8 

14*1 

1*W 

MJ* 

15*1 


, News Summaiy 
-Fop Session 


23*7 — News Headlines 

24*8 Close down 


News Bulletin 

Jordan Weekly 

Music 


■ RADIO JORDAN : 

855 KHz. AM A 99 MHz, FM 
A parity on 9560 KHz. SW 


M*8 

lfc38 

17*0 

11*1 


— Concert Hour 
.News! 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639, 720, 1413 KHz 


, Old Favourites 
. Country Music. 


.News Summary 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Week’s road accidents claim 7 lives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seven people were killed and 104 other 
persons were injured as a result of 157 road accidents in- the 
wunny. during the past week, according to the Public Security 
Department's weekly report. The report said that 111 of these 
accidents took place in Amman. 

Obeidat issues ‘switch-off heat* circular 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat has issued 
an official circular to all ministries and government institutions 
instructing them to switch off heating as of April 1. 

Bahraini health minister due Saturday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Bahraini health minis ter is due here 
Saturday on a week-long visit to Jordan. During the visit the 
minister will hold talks with his Jordanian counterpart Dr. Kamel 
AI Ajlouni with the aim of developing bDateraJ health relations 
and cooperation. 

Aviation students to graduate soon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under Royal patronage, students of five 
courses will graduate from the Queen Noor Civil Aviation Tec- 
hnical Training institute (ONCATTI), according to Civil Avi- * 
arion Authority (CAA) Director General KhaJed Mohammad 
Ali. Mr. All, who is also president of QNCATTTs board of 
directors, said that three of the courses are on civil and military air 
traffic control and two are on aviation engineering. He said that 
the institute's graduates form 80 per cent of the technical staff of 
the CAA. He added that the institute also trains Arab civil avi- 
ation technicians and controllers. 

Omani minister to open cultural week 

AMMAN (Petra) — Omani Minister of National Heritage and 
Culture Faisal Ibn Ali I bn FaisaJ will arrive in Amman Friday on a 
several -day official visit during which he will open the Omani 
cultural week on Saturday. The week will include cultural and 
folklore activities and exhibitions aimed at introducing Omani 
cultural achievements to the Jordanian public. A book exhibition 
and a display of Omani traditional handicrafts are also among the 
activities. An Omani evening will be organised for Sunday eve- 
ning to include musical and folklore presentations by visiting 
artists. 

JDA to attend dentists’ union meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Dentists Association (JDA) 
is to take pan in a meeting of the Arab Dentists' Union, scheduled 
io be held in the Syrian capital of Damascus on April 11. The 
Jordanian working papers to be submitted to the meeting were 
discussed Wednesday during a meeting of the JDA board. 

Society for the blind to meet April 15 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first meeting of the honorary presidents 
and active members of the International Blind Union will be held 
in Amman from April 15 to 1 8. The meeting will discuss the work 
plan for the International Blind Union and strategies for the next 
few years. They will also discuss issues related to future projects 
that deal with the blind. 


Christians mark Easter week 


- AMMAN (J.T.) — The Christian 
v- community in the East Bank of 
I. Jordan will next week observe a 

- holy week which proceeds Easter 
Sunday on April 14. 

The week commences with rel- 
igious celebrations in churches 
this coming Sunday, April 7, Palm 
Sunday, in accordance with the 
eastern calendar. All Christian 

* denominations following eastern 
or ■ western calendars decided 
some years ago to observe rel- 

• igious feasts together. They cel- 
V ebrate Christmas each year on 

Dec. 25, according to the western 
calendar and Easter, in aoc- 
' or dance with the eastern calendar, 
as a first practical step leading 
eventually towards the uni- 
fications of the Christian chu- 


Tourist organisation aims 
to promote Arab states 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan 1111105 

AMMAN — The economical and 
social importance of tourism and 
iis contribution to development is 
a known and highly priced reality 
which the Arab Tourist- Org- 
S anisaiion believes to be ins- 
trumental in the formation of 
Arab economic unity. 
y Established less than a year ago. 
in May I9S4. the Arab Tourist 
Organisation works within the 
framework of the Arab League. H 
> is presently based in Jordan, iho- 
r ugh the permanent headquarters 
are to be shed in the city of Jer- 
usalem. 

The Arab Tourist Organisation 
counts presently 15 members: 
- . Jordan. Syria. Lebanon, the Pal- 
■ estine Liberation Organisation. 

' Iraq. Kuwait. Oman. >aiar. North 
and South Yemen, the United 
Arab Emirates, Algeria. Tunisia. 
Libya and Sudan. It is still seeking 
the membership of other Arab 
S and North Africa states such as 
Saudi Arabia. Morocco. Bahrain 
d Djibouti and Mauritania. 

The organisation’s aims are dtr- 
' - ected mostly towards developing. 
t' promoting and strengthening tou- 
risi cooperation between the Arab 
countries, utilising the huge tou- 
ristic potential of the Arab area 
. . for the realisation of its economic. 

cultural and social objectives. 

* Dr. Abdullah Abu R3bah. sec- 
V retary general of the Org- 
anisaiion, told the Jordan Times 
that a convention was recently 
*• drafted asking Arab states to dir-. 
: ect all efforts to promoting tou- 
rism within the Arab World. 

- This aimVan be reached by dir- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Wed- 
nesday patronises the graduation ceremony for pol- 


ice cadets at the Police Training School m Zarqa 
(Petra photo) 


Obeidat meets bar association council 


rches. 

At both Christmas and Easter, 
churches hold religious cer- 
emonies and one of these chu- 
rches, the Roman Catholic 
Church, holds services in English 
for the foreign community in Jor- 
dan . Father Mousa Adeli who off- 
iciates at these services has pro- 
vided the following timetable for 
holy services in English and 
French in the coming week: 

Palm Sunday, Jebel Hussein at 5 
a.m. in English; 

Easter Sunday, Jebel Lweibdeh at 
12 noon in English; 

Jebel Amman Saint Joseph at 5 
p.m. in English; 

Jebel Husseinat5p.rn.in English; 
Swefieh at 6:30 p.m. in French. 
For mass in Arabic call father 
Adeli or 661757. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat Wednesday 
congratulated Jordanian Bar Ass- 
ociation President Hussein Muj- 
ally and members of the bar ass- 
ociation council on the results of 
their recent elections and for- 
mation of a new council. 

Receiving the council at the 
Prime Ministry, Mr. Obeidat voi- 
ced appreciation for Jordan's 
members of -the bar association as 
he said they bear the burden of 
their task with responsibility and 
commitment. 

He pointed out that the judicial 
institute which the government is 
planning to establish is expected 
to comprise sections for judges 
and other legal specialisations and 

Egyptian envoy 
praises ties 
with Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan Ihab Wah- 
beh said Wednesday that there are 
intentions to export Iraqi oil via 
Aqaba. Suez and Mediterranean 
ports. 

The ambassador was speaking, 
during a seminar held at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan during which 
Jordanian-Egyptian relations, the 
Jondanian-Palesiinian accord, the 
Iran -Iraq war and Lebanon were 
discussed. 

Mr. Wahbeh praised the 
Jordanian-Palestinian accord fora 
just and peaceful settlement in the 
area. He also reviewed bilateral 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Egypt in trade, economic and tra- 
nsport-fields. • • *■. L- 
Addressing the seminar were 
professors of poIiiicaFscience at' 
the university Dr. Husni Shoyab, 
Dr. Mohammad HayajneH, who 
all highlighted the importance of 
Egypt’s return to the Arab arena 
and the restoration of diplomatic 
ties between Jordan and Egypt. 

Discussions were later led by 
Dr. Hayajneh in which faculty 
members and students from the 
university took part. 


that the institute will be the comer 
stone of knowledge for those wor- 
king in the legal profession. 

The prime minister emphasised 
that lawyers should cooperate 
with the Ministry of Justice and 
follow the constitution. The gov- 
ernment intends to modernise, 
update and strengthen the abilities 
of the judicial system in order that 
it can cope with schemes in all fie- 


New monthly review projects 
Jerusalem’s Islamic identity 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — One of the most rec- 
ent and comprehensive reviews of 
the situation regarding Islamic 
and Christian holy sites and up to 
date developments in occupied 
Jerusalem was launched in 
Amman this month, Jerusalem 
Mayor Rawhi AI Khatib ann- 
ounced Wednesday. 

Speaking at a press conference 
held to introduce the first issue of 
the monthly review. Mr. Al Kha- 
tib. the responsible editor, app- 
ealed to Palestinians to unify their 
ranks under the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO), the 
sole, legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people in order io 
face the challenges of Zionism in 
the Arab World. 

Discussing the review, Mr. AI 
Khatib said that" Al Quds Al Sha- 
rif’ aims to emphasise Jerusalem’s 
Arab, Islamic and cultural ide- 
ntity. 

The review also intends to focus 
on the steadfastness of the Arab 
population in the occupied West 
Bank, as well as the present act- 
ivities in Jerusalem in all fields. It 
will also report on the latest Israeli 
aggressions against the holy city, 
the mayor added. 

The first issue includes features 
on the Higher Islamic Com- 
mission which was established in 
Jerusalem in the aftermath of 
1967 war, Jerusalem on the int- 
ernational level and Jerusalem 
under Israeli military occupation. 


French-speaking nations join forces 
to present varied festival of films 


ecting more attention to tourism, 
extending technical aid and advice 
relevant to tourist plans and dev- 
elopment programmes, upgrading 
the competence of the staff wor- 
king in tourist and hotel est- 
ablishments. conducting research 
and studies related to Arab toti- 
rism strategy, providing up- 
to-date information and data 
which will eventually be collected 
into a guidebook for the whole 
Arab area, eliminating formalities 
and easing measures which hinder 
movement between the Arab 
countries, he said. 

The Arab Tourist Organisation 
is dealing with both private and 
public sectors of tourism, coo- 
perating also with foreign and int- 
ernational tourist organisations. 
LocaL regional and interna tional 
seminars and conferences are also 
scheduled which aim at dev- 
eloping Arab tourism. 

Dr. Abu Rabah said thau at the i 
present, the organisation is wor- 
ding on the incrementation of the 
first Arab tourist company, with a i 
capital of 100 million Kuwaiti din- 
ars. in cooperation with the Cou- 
ncil for Arab Economic Unity. 

Tho financial resources of the 
organisation usually consist of 
contributions of the members acc- 
ording ro the scale of assessment 
applied by the organisations of the 
Arab. League, and aids, gifts and 
donations which are approved by 
the assembly. 

Dr. Abu Rabah said that, after 
the creation of the Arab Tourist 
Organisation, the priorities are 
now the creation of an Arab tou- 
rist market and the strengthening 
of a cooperation between Arab 
states. 


By Olga Mikhad 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight international 
films, illustrating the works of five 
prominent international directors, 
are currently on show at the Phi- 
ladelphia Cinema in a fUm festival 
of French speaking countries, the 
first of its kind in Jordan. 

The international film festival, 
organised by the embassies of 
Belgium, Canada, France, Swi- 
tzerland and Tunisia in coo- 
peration with the Jordanian Cine 
Club, aims to demonstrate various 
dimensions of cinema production 
in these countries as well as ref- 
lecting the diversity of their cul- 
tural backgrounds. 

“This film festival of the French 
speaking countries also aims to 
highlight the importance of the 
French language, spoken by 180 
million inhabitants of five con- 
tinents,” Mr. Lebreroun, cultural 
attache at the French embassy 
explained to the Jordan Times. 

By definition, language is the 
system of vocal and written sym- 
bols used by human beings to 
communicate their thoughts and 
feelings. Language is the only 
means of cultural inter-relation 
between nations as it plays a major 
role in the rapprochement bet- 
ween groups, nations and civ- 
ilizations. “The primary social 
function of language is to facilitate 
communication and it would be 
impossible to perpetuate across 
generations, anything like a 
human culture without a vehicle of 
communication as flexible as lan- 
guage,” Mr,. Lebretoun asserted. 
“The main objective behind org- 
anising this festival is to dem- 
onstrate the fact that language is 
not the only common element 
inter-relating French speaking 
communities," he said. Moreover, 
he added, these countries have, to 
a certain extent, similar cultural 
and traditional backgrounds. 

Beside being the official lan- 
guage of France, the French lan- 
guage is also one of the official 
languages used in Europe, Ame- 
rica, Maghreb countries, and Afr- 


ica. The French language is also 
utilised by many large com- 
munities in the world such as Leb- 
anon, Syria and other countries. 
"The French language is an int- 
ernational one. It is used in the 
United Nations and the European 
Community (EC)” Mr. Lebretoun 
said. “It is the language of the law 
as well as science, especially in 
mathematics'' he added. 

The film festival, started last 
Monday and will continue until 
Sunday. It was organised by the 
five embassies in order to enforce 
the cultural relations between the 
French speaking communities. 

Each embassy, Mr. Lebretoun 
explained, is participating with 
one of its well-known pro- 
ductions. All films are the product 
of notable and prominent dir- 
ectors who are known world-wide 
for their strong, intellectual style 
and who have "been credited sev- 
eral limes for their productions. 

Tunisia, the only Arab country 
taking pan in this festival, is par- 
ticipating with the film “Les 
Ambassadeurs” by Tunisian dir- 
ector Nassr Mattery. “Les Amb- 
assadeurs” represents the social, 
political and economic conditions 
of Arab immigrants in France and 
tells the story of Tunisian, Mor- 
occan and Algerian immigrants 
living in France who find it dif- 
ficult to communicate with the 
French people. 

The Tunisian director tries, thr- 
ough his work produced in 1977. 
to draw attention to the sufferings 
of these immigrants inflicted upon 
them by the French people who 
humiliate them for being Arabs. 
The Arab-African immigrants 


often are and were poor people 
who- left their countries looking 
for better living conditions in Fra- 
nce. These immigrants worked in 
France as labourers and as a result 
they dash with the labour force in 
France and with French society. 

Mr. Kattery tries, through his 
production, to view the conditions 
of the immigrants in France and to 
verify tiie fact that these imm- 
igrants have no choice but to acc- 
ept any work offered to them, as a 
result, they have to confront cer- 
tain d asses of French society 
which are narrow-minded and 
unaware of other people's cultures 
and traditions. 

The French embassy in Amman 
is participating with two films by 
two prominent French directors. 
" Vivement Dimanch” by Francois 
Truffaut and “Le Beau Mariage" 
by the famous French director 
Eric Rohmer. 

Francois Truffaut started his 
career as a dneraa critic. In 1953 
he started his cinema career and 
was given an award for best dir- 
ector at the 1959 Cannes festival. 
In his film "Vivement Dimanch”, 
Truffaut tells the story of Julien 
Vereel, the manager of a real est- 
ate agency who is suspected of 
murdering his wife and her lover. 
With all the evidence against him, 
Julien goes into hiding from the 
police and his secretary, Barbara, 
derides to conduct her own inq- 
uiry to establish the truth. Thr- 
oughout her investigations, Bar- 
bara meets many funny and ecc- 
entric personalities; a jealous law- 
yer, an over-curious pho- 
tographer, an office assistant, a 
blond typist and an aggressive pol- 
ice inspector. 


FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished villa in Abdoun area ava- 
ilable for rent for one year. All amenities. 

Call: 818192. 


300 trainees complete public security course 

Prince Hassan patronises 
police cadets’ graduation 


ZARKA (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan Wednesday called on police departments 
in the country to continue the development of the 
police force through training. 


Ids of development. 

Mr. Obeidat promised the 
members of the association that 
the Prime Ministry will consider 
several points raised by the cou- 
ncil. One of the assoria lions req- 
uests is for supporting Jordan's 
legislation encyclopedia which 
oould be used by all those con- 
nected with the law and official 
departments. 


It also contains news items on Isr- 
aeli attacks and aggressive acts 
including Israel's attempts to cha- 
nge the I4th Century Islamic 
court into new courts, Israeli pro- 
cedures to cancel the franchise of 
the Arabic electricity company for 
Jerusalem governorate and their 
attempts to close down the only 
Arab hospital inside the city walls. 

Mr. Khatib went on to say that 
the issue includes a column on 
local events and the first episode 
of series of articles about heritage 
in the holy city in addition to an 
article about an Israeli project to 
establish ‘Greater Jerusalem’. The 
article, which is accompanied by 
maps and documents, throws light 
on the Israeli intention to annex 
most of the towns and villages sur- 
rounding the city, Mr. Al Khatib 
said. 

The magazine’s editorial board 
comprises Mr. Al Khatib as editor. 
Speaker of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) Abdul Hamid Al 
Sa’eh, member of the Upper 
House of Parliament Hazem Nus- 
eibeh, president of the executive 
council of the General Islamic 
Congress for Beit A I Maqdes 
Kamel Sharif, Minister of Public 
Works Rayef Nijem, member of 
the executive committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
Bishop Elia Khoury. dean of sci- 
entific research at the University 
of Jordan Dr. Adnan Bakhit and 
Emil kurdi, Jamil Barakat, and 
Zaki AI Goul who are members of 
Jerusalem Municipality. 


Prince Hassan was speaking 
after patronising the graduation 
ceremony of two platoons at the 
Police Training School in Zarqa. 

The Crown Prince said that he 
believes the quality and level of 
police training to be competable 
with society’s future security 
needs. 

Prince Hassan started the gra- 
duation ceremony by inspecting 
the line of graduates who per- 
formed a number of military par- 
ades and arms presentations. 

The 300 graduates had com- 
pleted 20 weeks of extensive tra- 
ining on police d.uties, public rel- 
ations. and criminal investigation. 
The course included theoretical 
sessions on the penal code, court 

EEC supports 
Yarmouk with 
science grant 

AMMAN (J.T) —The European 
Economic Community ( EEC) has 
granted the science faculty at 
Yarmouk University 2,500,000 
ECU's as pan of the frame work 
of the EEC-Jordan agreement, 
personal assistant to the EEC rep- 
resentative in Amman. George 
Karabashy said Wednesday. 

Mr. Karabashy told the Jordan 
Times that ihe three-year grant 
will be used for training, assistance 
and the supply of specialised equ- 
ipment for the departmentsof bio- 
logy. chemistry and physics. 

Tenders tor specialised equ- 
ipment are expected to be pub- 
lished in due course and bids will 
be open to international com- 
panies. including those belonging 
to the EEC. Mr. Karabashy poi- 
nted out. 


procedures, special laws in add- 
ition to religions and general kno- 
wledge subjects. They also had 
practical training on first aid and 
police skills. 

The school's director. Lie- 
utenant Colonel Nimmer Hmoud 
said that the school’s motto fol- 
lows the words of His Majesty 
King Hussein that "public security 
should be the eye that does not 
sleep in order that mothers and 
children sleep in peace and sec- 
urity.” 

Lt.-Col. Hmoud delivered a 
speech in which he thanked Prince 
Hassan for patronising the cel- 
ebration. He said that this new 
batch of graduates, who have cho- 
sen the honour of service based on 


good merit and noble values which 
have been initiated by His Majesty 
King Hussein, is a new back-up for 
the public security body. 

rhe Crown Prince then pre- 
sented prizes to the winners from 
the two groups and the graduates 
look the oath while the public sec- 
urity band presented musical per- 
formances. 

The ceremony was attended by 
Public Security Director General 
Diab Yousef and his assistants, 
Zarka district governor Moh- 
ammad Dibei. Zarka Dev- 
elopment Corporation President 
(ZDC) Tayseer Amman and the 
ADC board of directors, the 
Zarka police director, the Zarka 
chamber of commerce president, a 
number of senior police officers, 
deans and students of Zarka 
community colleges, members of 
the Friends of the Police Society 
and the craduates families. 



SARVATH OPENS PAKISTANI EVENING: Her Highness Pri- 
ncess Sarvath Wednesday opeas a Pakistani evening at the Jerusalem 
Metia Hotel, organised by the Arab Women Graduates Club in coo- 
peration with Pakistani women's committee. The evening included art 
and musical performances in addition to an exhibition of Pakistani 
handicrafts. 


Artistic links via electronic dialogue 


By Salameh B. Ne'matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian artists do 
not Have to foresake their tra- 
ditions in the process of dev- 
eloping their art, a prominent 
American artist told an audience 
of artists and journalists at the 
Jordan National Gallery Wed- 
nesday. 

Answering a panel of four Jor- 
danian artists by “electronic dia- 
logue" from his house in New 
York. Romare Bearden said: 
“ You can develop something from 
your roots and that should be an 
interesting challenge for you.” 

He told the audience in the dia- 
logue organised in cooperation 
with the American Centre that “I 
cannot give you advice on how to 
develop your own art... every art- 
ist should find his own way by him- 
self.” 

Mr. Bearden. 71. speaking oi 
his experience as an artist, said: 
"We are all prisoners of our 
times." He explained that he was 
always influenced by dev- 
elopments around him. mainly- 
creeping modernisation and com- 


puterisation which made artists 
"so impatient." 

He argued that classic artists 
used to paint more carefully and 
take more lime on their works 
because of the then prevailing life 
patterns. He said today, artists do 
not have the patience to do classic 
works and that most of the works 
described as super realism or 
photo realism are simple copies 
from photographs projected by 
certain technical means. 

Mr. Bearden who graduated 
from New York University in 
1955 with a degree in mat- 
hematics had his only formal tra- 
ining in an by studying under art- 
ist George Grosz at the Art Stu- 
dents League for one and a half 
years. 

"I have always been interested 
in art but ti was only after gra- 
duating with a degree in mat- 
hematics that I decided to become 
an artist,” Mr. Bearden said in 
response to a question. 

On display at the Jordan Nat- 
ional Gallery were reproductions 
of Bearden's works which clearly 
manifested the absence of the 
•hird dimension in the per- 


spective. "You have to get away 
from fooling the eye with the third 
dimension." he explained. 

Mr. Bearden, a black American 
who at a certain period in his life 
worked with European artists 
such as Brancusi, Helion, Braque 
and Reichel, also formed ass- 
ociations with American artist* 
and writers among them poet 
Samuel Allen and novelist James 
Baldwin. 

His art was described as “not 
only an evaluation of his own fre- 
edom and responsibility as an ind- 
ividual and artist, but an aff- 
irmation of the irrelevance of the 
notion of race as a limiting force in 
the arts. These are works of a man 
possessing a rare lucidity of vis- 
ion." novelist-critic Ralph Ellison 
said of the artist. 

The panelists participating in 
the dialogue were artists Mah- 
moud Sadeq, Ammar Khammash, 
Laila Haddad and Nabil She- 
hadeh. President of the Royal Soc- 
iety for Fine Arts Princess Wijdan 
Ali, Jordanian artists, journalists 
and officials from the American 
Centre attended the dialogue. 
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Reflection on a challenge 

WHILE we prepare to enter a decisive new era in which much 
of the Middle East future will be determined, we look upon 
these weeks as a time of reflection and contemplation. The 
moment of truth for the Arabs and Israel has not arrived yet, 
but it looks as if it is fast approaching. 

The peace process that is in the works nowadays is, or sbould 
be, different from earlier attempts at reaching a solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. The differences are indeed great: Major 
players have changed, consequently outlooks; the reality on the 
ground has become uncertain, almost unfamiliar ; the rush for 
higher stakes in the race for time and history is f^t reaching a 
new pitch; and the times are different and the going is tough. 

Things are also different in that we now have a sort of 
deadline to meet: If nothing positive happens in the first few 
months of the second Reagan administration, nothing positive 
will ever happen to the Middle East. This is in fact a turning 
point. Either we take strides to achieve peace in the Middle 
East, or we start getting ready for great political upheavals and 
perpetual strife. In those few weeks left, there is a lot to think 
about and ponder — no less than the future of our next gen- 
erations is at stake. 

Jordan and the Jordanians are for peace. So are the PLO 
and the Palestinians. The PLO, being the Palestinian people's 
sole and legitimate representative, is faced with the dile mma of 
having to play its role from behind the scenes. The rest of the. 
Arab World, save the extremists, is watching, hardly caring to 
be objective about and involved in the difficult choice Jordan 
and the Palestinians have to make. 

Peace is never a difficult choice. The question is the price you 
have to pay for it. Where we, Jordanians and Palestinians, 
stand today, there seems to be no sure answer; hence the need 
for political courage and sense of history to make the right 

lfficwi 

As we await the outcome of the flurry' of diplomatic activity 

that the Jordan-PLO accord of Feb. 11 has generated, we call 
on every party concerned to spare no effort in rising to the 
historic challenge and adopt dear-cut. practical resolutions 
tint will put an end to Israel’s occupation of Arab land and to 
the Palestinian problem. 

This is the last opportunity for peace. It should also be the 
most real. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Jordan most worried 


AS THE shelling of Palestinian refugee camps continues in southern 
Lebanon, and as the fighting is being escalated between the dissident 
Falangist forces and the array in Sidon the Arab countries remain 
impassive. No one has yet raised a voice in defence of the refugees 
who reside in the camps and are helpless in the face of the shelling, 
and who are faring agents of the Israeli forces in South Lebanon. 

Among the Arab countries, only Jordan has called for an urgent 
session of die Arab League to discuss the situation. King Hussein 
telephoned PLO chairman Yasser Arafat to offer whatever help 
Jordan can make to assist the refugees and end their sufferings and 
their ordeal. We are surprised not to hear any other voice raised on 
this matter, not even the Lebanese resistance forces whose actions 
against the Israeli invaders aroused pride and admiration in the 
hearts of the Arab masses. 

All other countries are looking on and doing nothing to help the 
helpless refugees, and also the Lebanese civilians who were displaced 
and continually face danger. What is happening in Lebanon now is 
only part of a plan aimed at liquidating the Palestinian political and 
military presence in Lebanon. This is Israel's long sought objective, 
and the Lebanese agents are now helping their aliy to carry it out. 

Al Dustour: Strengthening ties with USSR 

THE SOVIET Union and the United Slates are reported to have 
come to an agreement on holding a summit meeting between the 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. President Ronald Rea- 
gan. Needless to say that both leaders will, when they meet, discuss 
major world issues with the purpose of arriving at the closest possible 
agreement on at least some of them, and will try to save the world 
from the danger of wars. 

The Middle East problem will no doubt be present on their agenda 
because it is one of the most chronic issues that have plagued the 
world for a very long time. Until the projected meeting takes place, 
the Arab countries ought to take steps to make their voice heard and 
to ensure that the Palestine problem will acquire proper attention by 
the two superpowers. These countries should first reach consensus 
among themselves on their demands, and should reach a joint str- 
ategy, and work out a common plan to be presented to the two 
leaders. They also must intensity their contacts with Moscow and 
bolster their ties with it with the. purpose of achieving a balance with 
the U.S.-Israeli alliance. 

The Soviet Union stands out among world powers as the sta- 
unchest supporter of Arab causes and the United States, on the other 
hand, is well known for its support for Israel. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Jordan greatly concerned 

ISRAEL'S ESCALATION of its attacks on Palestinian and Leb- 
anese people in South Lebanon and its stepped up arbitrary measures 
against the inhabitants of the occupied West Bank expose its real 
intentions in the region and underline its disregard to all efforts 
aimed at achieving a genuine peace. 

Israel's current escalation of attacks on the Palestinians in par- 
ticular came as a reply to the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement to 
reactivate efforts for reaching a peaceful solution to the Middle East 
question. This is Israel's response to the peace bid because it really 
rejects all calls for peace and pursues its plans for liquidating the 
Palestinian problem through terrorist actions, intimidation cam- 
paigns and eviction of Arabs from their land. 

it was in view of this serious situation, and as a result of continuous 
shelling and displacement of refugees in Lebanon, that King Hussein 
called PLO chairman Yasser Arafat to work together and save the 
Palestinians from their new ordeal. The driving force behind King 
Hussein's call and the reason for Jordan's call for an urgent meeting, 

. of the Arab League to study the situation, re flea the true cohesion 
between the Jordanians and Palestinians, and also manifests Jordan’s 
national stands. ' 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schumann 


Watch U.S. trends rather than words 


SAN FRANCISCO — In try- 
ing to understand U.S. policy, 
it is important to look at the 
trends and not just the words of 
the decision-makers. This is 
particularly true of Was- 
hington's Middle Eastern pol- 
icies. 

Do the trends show anything 
different from the past? Yes. 
they can be seised in the 
media, and the moods in public 
opinion which they reflect (or 
try to shape). 

Until recently, a powerful 
triangle of pol ideal forces kept 
the U.S. on an unchangeable 
pro-Israel track. Laterals with 
strong ties to the labour unions 
were the most powerful bac- 
kers of Israel in the U.S. Con- 
servatives, many with links to 
fundamentalist Christianity, 
saw in the Israeli state the ful- 
fillment of divine prophecy. 
And the media with strong lib- 
eral tendencies saw Israel as 


the Middle East's only dem- 
ocracy. 

On the pro-Arab side, there 
were mainly the great oil corn- 
pan ies who had a lot of money, 
much behind-the-scenes inf- 
luence, but little support in 
public opinion. The triangle 
prevailed. And every time an 
issue arose that seemed to fav- 
our the Arabs, the triangle 
managed to rouse a storm of 
opposition in Congress. 

The significant trend aff- 
ecting U.S. Middle Eastern 
policy is that the triangle has 
weakened. It is not yet weak to 
the point of breaking up, but 
the three sides are slowly bec- 
oming less and less firmly att- 
ached. 

One can see the weake ning 
both among liberals and con- 
servatives, but the most visible 
is in the media. And the way- 
the New York Times has been 


reporting Lebanon and Isr- 
ael illustrates the new trend. 

The New York Times is 
America’s leading newspaper, 
andisJewish-owned. Yet it has 
always avoided any impression 
that it might be seen as a Jewish 
newspaper. It is scholarly, obj- 
ective, and painstakingly fac- 
tual in its coverage. Until the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, its 
coverage on Israel was in gen- 
eral line with the sympathetic 
approach characteristic of just 
about the entire U.S. press. But 
after June 1982, critical rep- 
ortage on Israel began to app- 
ear, especially by David Shi- 
pler, who hyd earlier reported 
from the Soviet Union. That 
reportage reflected the dee- 
pening split on foreign policy 
that exists in Israel. Recently, 
the Times featured excellent ; 
pieces detailing the Israeli pol- 
icy of “the iron fist” in sou- 
thern Lebanon. An exp- 


erienced American reader qui- 
ckly. sensed that the image of 
the once “heroic and hum- 
anitarian Israeli defence for- 
ces” bad radically changed. 

The New York Times is a 
newspaper of elites. It is dose 
to the educated, tolerant cor- 
porate world. It believes dev- 
outly in the world economy. It 
wants arms accords with the 
Soviets: It argues against Mr. 
Reagan's policies in Central 
America. And over the last few 
yearn it has come to agree with 
those growing forces in Israel 
that want direct negotiations 
with the Palestinians, including 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 

These treads in the New 
York Times reflect several new 
moods. More people in the bus-, 
iness world want peace in the 
Middle East and want an end to 
Arab-Israeli hostility. Many 


American Jews now believe 
the Zionist state itself is a key 
source of trouble in the Middle 
East. Doubts about Israel are 
beginning to surface in the lab- 
our unions. Less and less does 
one hear about Israel as “the 
shining light of democracy in 
the Middle East.” 

On the pro-Arab side, a few 
treads have appeared. One is 
the presence of small but mil-' 
dly influential Arab- American 
lobbying groups. Another is 
the rise of Arab comm unities in 
many American cities. Islam is 
being gradually accepted as a 
major religion. 

But the major force leading 
to a rethinking of the U.S. 
commitment to Israel js a new 
image of Israel and Lebanon. 
Israel is now being increasingly 
shown as a state governing an 
economy in shambles, like 


some of the debt-ridden cou- 
ntries of Latin .America. And 
while Lebanon is shown as a 
land of terrible violence, there 
is sharp memory of U-S. Mar- 
ines having been in Beirut, a 
situation that could have led to 
war with Syria and possibly, 
even to dashes with Soviet adv- 
isers. 

The trends may be taking 
place much more slowly than 
the Arab world would wish, but 
they do exist. What they add up 
to is that American public opi- 
nion wants to see a resolution 
of the Arab-Israeli issue at a 
time when newer dangers are 
beginning to rise in the Middle 
East. And even though it now 
seems unlik ely. Americans are 
afraid of another oil crisis that 
could spell an end to the low 
inflation and sturdy growth of 
the current American eco- 
nomy. 


Saudi Arabia tightens its belt for lean years 


By Nicholas Moore 

Reuter 

RIYADH — Unthinkable a few 
years ago, Saudi Arabia is having 
to worry about its bank balance 
just like everyone else. 

In a world awash with oil, Saudi 
output is less than half a 1980- 
peak of 10 million barrels daily. 
Budget revenue in the fiscal year 
that ended this month was $46 bil- 
lion, down from 100 billion in 
1981. 

“We have to adapt ourselves in 
a constructive way to the new cir- 
cumstances,” King Fahd told his 
semi-desert kingdom's nine mil- 
lion people in a televised speech 
introducing a new budget and a 
five-year plan running to 1990. 

Just before the budget the gov- 
ernment dropped plans for a new 
oil refinery — one on which orders 
.worth nearly a billion dollars had 
‘ already been placed. 

For two years, Saudi Arabia has 
offset lower oil income by drawing 
on overseas assets hoarded in the 
1 970s boom years when it earned 


more of the rest of the world's 
money than Western and Asian 
salesmen who swarmed here could 
induce it to spend. 

Saudi Arabia is secretive about 
just how much is stashed away. “It 
is impolite to ask someone what be 
has in the bank,” smiles Finance 
Minister Mohammad Ali Abal- 
Khail. 

But a consensus among Wes- 
tern bankers puts the "nest egg” 
around a psychologically- 
important $100 billion, not all of it 
easily accessible, down from a 
peak nearer 150 billion. 

This year Mr. Abal-Khail dec- 
ided to try to stop the drawdown 
of capital. Rather than finance a 
third successive budget deficit 
from the depleted reserve, be 
proposed to cut state spending, 
already sharply down, by another 
six per ceot and balance his 1985/ 
86 budget at 200 billion riyals 
($55.4 billion). 

Foreign bankers said the rev- 
enue target looked optimistic, but 
that, on past form, Saudi budgets 


should be seen mainly as sta-. 
tements of intent. 

The intent seemed clear eno- 
ugh. The kingdom should husband 
its bank balance as a source of rev- 
enue — the assets yield annual 
interest of nearly $10 billion — 
during a period stretching to the 
end of the decade in which no real 
rebound in the oil market can be 
confidently predicted. 

Balance between income and 
spending was the basic strategy of 
the new budget and the 1985-90 
five-year-plan, Mr. Nazer said. 

With 80 per cent of all Saudi 
economic activity ultimately dep- 
endent on budgetary disbursal of 
state revenue, the tough line see- 
med to spell lean times. But Wes- 
tern diplomats said it was wrong to 
speculate that, at least in the short 
term, the relative austerity meant 
real hardship and attendant unr- 
est. 

They predicted squeals and 
; bankruptcies among businessmen 
hitherto helped by lavish gov- 
ernment subsidies and building 


contracts, but who are now being 
invited to repatriate some of their 
own hoards to help keep the non- 
oil economy growing. 

But as King Fahd stressed, the 
oO glut has come at a time when 
Saudi Arabia has completed most 
of its major projects. 

Listing achievements in the 15 
years of the oil bonanza, be str- 
essed those designed to benefit the 
mass of Saudis. Doctors now 
numbered 14,000, up from 1,000. 
Some 550,000 homes had been 
built. Two milli on youngsters 
were in school. 

Officials say an outside world 
dazzled by a facade of Saudi opu- 
lence fails to see a stubborn legacy 
of pre-boom poverty. 

The U.S.-based Population 
Reference Bureau estimates life 
■expectancy in Saudi Arabia at 55 
years, the Arab World’s lowest 
■except for Oman and Sudan. Exp- 
atriate doctors say they are ala- 
rmed by the high incidence of tra- 
choma, a disease causing bli- 
ndness, and maternal and infant 


Arab News 






Tunis tones down its rash promises 


After the riots of a year ago, moderate improvements in Tunisia's 
economy have revived the popularity of Prime Minister M'Zali and 
enabled him to hold down wage rises. However, uncertainty over a 
successor to President Bourguiba continues to worry the country's 
leaders, as Francis Chiles, recently in Tunis, reports. 


Mr. Mohamed M'Zali, the Tun- 
isian prime minister, whose image 
was severely battered along with 
that of the whole rul ing elite by the 
riots of a year ago, has staged a 
remarkable recovery. 

The rioting, in which 120 died, 
was blamed on Mr. Driss Guiga, 
the then interior minister, who 
was dismissed and tried in abs- 
entia for high treason. 

Thus, Mr. M'Zali had rid him- 
self of one rival. However, such is 
the internecine jockeying for 
power evident in Tunisian pol- 
itics that he has gained two more 
in the process. One is the head of 
the security forces. General Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali; the other is 
the man to whom Gen. Ben. Ali 
reports, Mr. Habib Bourguiba Jr. 
son of the 84-year-old president 
of the country. 

The problems the country faces 
and who is to deal with them when 
President Bourguiba is no longer 
in power are the subject of endless 
intrigue in Tunis, but outside the 
capital Mr. M'Zali has been rec- 
eiving a warm welcome from his 
countrymen. He has also been 
making, some attempt to address 
Tunisia’s economic difficulties. 

He is trying to encourage inv- 
estment in the much neglected 
forming sector and is actively 
promoting economic cooperation 
with Algeria. This can only help 
Tunisian manufacturers hit by 
recession and protectionism in 
European markets. 

He has been less inclined to 
make rash promises: the days are 
gone when 30 per cent increases in 
the basic wage were granted with 
no promise of higher productivity 


from the trade unions. Last year 
there were no wage increases des- 
pite an inflation rate unofficially 
estimated lo be above 10 percent. 

The country’s economic per- 
formance has in many ways helped 
the prime minister. Gross Dom- 
estic Produa increased by 4.8 per 
cent in 1984. less than the 5.4 per 
cent predicted by the planners, but 
slightly better than what was ach- 
ieved in 1983. Output increased in 
the farming, building and man- 
ufacturing sectors but declined in 
those most important for trade — 
chemical industries, textiles, crude 
oil and tourism. 

The labour market also suf- 
fered: only 41.000 new jobs were 
available against the planners' 
forecast of 54,000, not good news 
in a country where at least one- 
quarter of the working population 
has no job or is severely under- 
employed. 

Investment targets have been 
overshot, however, by about 10 
per cent since the Five-Year Dev- 
elopment * Plan (1982-86) was 
launched. Dinars 5-09 billion ($ 
6.15 billion) have been invested, 
of which around 20 per cent ori- 
ginates from the Middle East. 

Some of this money is being 
channelled by the recently est- 
ablished Tunisian' Arab Dev- 
elopment Banks towards large 
prestige projects, notably in the 
field of tourism and real estate- 
Mr. Ismail KhelO, the highly art- 
iculate-' minister of planning, voi- 
ced strong opposition to some of 
the projects, particularly the 
Tabarka tourist resort in northern 
Tunisia, at a time when money is 
tight But Mr. Khelil belongs to a 


breed of which there are too few in 
the Tunisian government today. 
Last June, he sent the cabinet a 
very cautious economic forecast 
and was rapped over the knuckles 
for his pains. 

There is little doubt that the 
continuing recession in the West, 
the probable entry of Spain and 
Portugal into the European 
Community (EC), which will fur- 
ther hit Tunisian exports, and the 
powerful dollar leave little room 
for manoeuvre. 

Mr. M'Zaifs active support for 
the policy of rapprochement with 
Algeria may help to some extent. 
Earlier this month, accompanied 
by his Algerian counterpart, Mr. 
Abdulhamid Brahimi, he laid the 
foundation stones of a number of 
joint ventures. 

The two countries have gone 
one step further and are now buy- 
ing their coffee, sugar and tea tog- 
ether. 

Problems with the dollar are 
affecting Tunisia's foreign debt. A 
very reasonable dinars 3 bUik>n, 
the cost of servicing it amounts to 
just under 20 per cent of foreign 
income. But because two thirds of 
it is denominated in dollars, Saudi 
rials and Kuwaiti dinars, the rise 
in the dollar will increase these 
obsts this year by about one fifth. 

Greater worry centres on the 
external account. A trade deficit 
of $1.2 billion and a shortfall on 
the current account of S709 mil- 
lion are increasing in dinar terms 
and ail projections point to further 
deterioration. 

On the political front, the gov- 
ernment races two daunting pro- 
blems: the rejuvenation of the rul- 
ing Socialist Destour Party and the 
reduction of the insidious rise in 
corruption. 

The first, a daunting task, has 
been entrusted to a widely res- 
pected man, .Tunisia’s former 
ambassador in Algiers, Mr. Hedi 



Tunisia strongman M. M’Zali 

B accouche'. To succeed, he will 
probably require a minor miracle. 
No student on the capital's much 
troubled university campus dare 
admit he belongs to the PSD for 
fear of attacks from Muslim fun- 
damentalist or left-wing sym- 
pathisers, and opposition party 
members are also increasingly 
subject to beatings from unknown 
thugs. ' 

Tunisia still boasts a competent 
civil service but too many heads of 
stale companies and other senior 
officials have in recent years been 
appointed on grounds which are 
not those of competence alone. 
Instability in the tenure of such 
jobs is anther encouraging bright 
young Tunisians to tun for them 
nor is it helping those who hold 
them to respect the high standards 
of honesty which were, for many 
years, one of the hallmarks of Pre- 
sident Bourguiba’s regime. 

Last year’s riots constituted a 
severe warning to the ruling, elite 
but it is not dear whether they 
generated the hard thinking nec- 
essary to put things right. Seme 
believe this will not be possible 
while President Bouiguiba is alive . 
— Financial Tunes news feature. 


mortality. 1 

A majority of adults is probably 
illiterate. The population is likely 
to double by thp'end of the century 
and 200,000 educated young Sau- 
dis already enter the job market 
each year. 

The five-year plan addresses 
potential long-term problems, 
proposing to spend nearly $65 bil- 
lion on development in the health 
and “human resources'’ sectors, 
chiefly education. 

With the end of an era of 
mega-projects like oil refineries, 
chemical factories, marble-clad 
ministers' offices and the three- 
billkm-dollar Riyadh Airport, 
planners see the civilian work 
force actually declining one per 
cent by 1990. 

So .the new plan says 600,000 
immigrant workers among per- 
haps two million from Yemen, 
Egypt, South and East Asia and 
the West will be shed, to make 
room for a new breed erf Saudi 


Arabian "productive citizen wor- 
kers". 

Western diplomats and bankers 
said income from the fickle oil 
market might yet determine how 
far aspirations would be met by , 
the plan, which envisages rec-^ 
orient and development spending 
of 1,000 billion riyals (S277 bil- 
lion) by 1990. 

“It seems to me a brave gam- 
ble,” said one banker. “Last year 
they raised 170 billion riyals irr 
revenue. Now 200 billion is pro- 
jected for the new year and, app- 
arently, for the next five. We will 
.be looking to see where it conies 
■ from, if not from oil.” 

He and other ana^ais said 
another imponderable was whe- 
ther private enterpreoeurs, as the 
planners say they must, would 
invest more of their own wealth to 
maintain growth and create eno- 
ugh of the sort of jobs educated 
young Saudis will want. 


LETTERS 


Too late Carter blues 

To the Editor: 

FORMER U.S. President Jimmy Carter said in an interview 
Sunday that the Reagan administration must negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and criticised Mr. Rea- 
gan for ignoring the Jordanian-Palestinian peace initiative by 
saying Mr. Reagan is “wasting his time". Such a statement coming 
from former U.S. president at a time when the Reagan adm- 
inistration has turned a cold shoulder to the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian initiative is undoubtedly welcomed by all peace-loving 
people, but somehow it is soon forgotten because of its wrong 

rimin g. 

Had Mr. Carter said these same words at the time when he was 
at the helm in Washington, things would have turned out different 
now, who knows? Maybe peace could have been achieved way 
before Mr. Reagan became president, and Mr. Carter would have 
gone down m history as the president who brought peace to the 
Middle East. 

But we all know that Mr. Carter all through his four years of 
leaderehip refused to take that galant step to negotiate with the 

aTT' Y ? 1, he n ? w nuses hls voice ‘ m criticism of Mr. Reagan. 
Although we neither doubt the logic in his criticism nor his sin- 
cerity in voicing them, we believe Mr. Carter should have listened 
to these same words voiced during his administration whereby he 
ooitid have done more good to ail the people in the Middle East 
.and human rights in general. 

on, y ^ that Mr. Carter’s idea, late as it 
b y Mr. Reagan who now calls the 

■ ds £ re ! he "»*« count You’ re 6 years late 
Jimmy. The ball is in Ron s court now. 1 

. . Rosemarie Ehrhardt, 

'Amman. 
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Works of Arab artists displayed in New York 


NEW YORK — Under the'spd^ 
osorship of the Arab Women’s 
Council, 12 Arab artists displayed 
their works at the opening of an 
exhibit in the Dag Hammarskjold 
toweriuNew York City March 27. 

Mrs. Riyadh Al-Qaysi, wife of 
the ambassador of Iraq to the Uni- 
ted Nations and the patron of the 
art show, said she planned this 
particular exhibit in order to bring 
Arab artists and their work to 
the attention of the American 
people. She said the council wan- 
ted to show Americans the idea 
behind the Arab Council and 
Arab art. 

“Eveiyone understands an", 
she said. “It can relay a message 
which is understood in all lan- 
guages and by all nations.’’ 

The list of invited guests for the 
opening included members of var- 
ious American women's groups, 
diplomats, art critics, rep- 
resentatives of New York art gal- 
leries and the guest of honour, 
Mrs. Marcella Perez de Cuellar, 
wife of the secretary-general of 
the United Nations. Mrs. Perez de 
Cuellar praised the Arab 
Women’s Council for arranging 
“such a fine cultural event,” 

This exhibit could have a def- 
inite appeal for the general Ame- 
rican public. As Saleh N. Hassan, 
Lebanese master calligrapher, put 
it: “American people like to know 


everything about everything.” 

Mr. Hassan’s artistic messages 
on canvas were mostly of a rel- 
igious nature. They . conveyed 
their sentiments in colour and 
shading, even to those who were 
unable to read the words or und- 
erstand the real meaning. 

Mr. Hassan, who showed 18 of 
his impressive pieces, has lived in 
the United' States for the past 
three years. He came to the Uni- 
ted States at the invitation of an 
advertising agency which engaged 
him to train American artists in 
the techniques of calligraphy. Mr. 
Hassan, who has exhibited widely 
here and abroad, is the recipient of 
several distinguished awards. He 
had high praise for the artistic fre- 
edom found in this country. “In 
addition," he said, “no matter 
what media you wish to use, all 
techniques are available to you in 
the United States. You can find 
whateyer you want or need. And 
you can learn a lot because there 
are so many famous and skilled 
artists living here. 

Looking to the future, he said 
that he expects to be further inf- 
luenced by his life in the United 
States. He plans to create a special 
style of calligraphy in English 
using Arabic designs in com- 
bination with English lettering. 

Baha Omary of Syria has been 
seen in individual shows in Was- 


hington, Quebec, London, Bru- 
ssels and at the United Nations in 
New York. A reviewer oqce des- 
cribed some of her works as “ind- 
igenous scenes from home, clo- 
thed in a misty kind of imp- 
ressionism that learned its voc- 
abulary of softened squares and 
cubes from villages jumbled tog- 
ether on narrow streets...” 

Mrs. Omary says she likes life in 
the United States so much thatshe 
has remained here for the past 25 
years. To the sound of a shababeh 
(block flute), invited guests lei- 
surely wandered through two flo- 
ors of the exhibit sipping tea out of 
aistikan (teacup), admiring — and 
some buying — from the broad 
selection of styles and mediums of 
artwork available. 

Raouf Z&rrouk, who was bora 
in Carthage, Tunisia, said he 
began painting at the age of 15, 
while attending the French Aca- 
demy of Arts in Paris. His career 
was launched almost immediately 
when the late Jean Cocteau, the 
French writer and poet, sponsored 
his first exhibition in Paris in 1962. 

Mr. Zarrouk has had individual 
shows in Paris, London and New 
York. His paintings span the globe 
in private collections and mus- 
eums. 

Two years ago he began pai- 
nting on silk and within months bis 
work was selling from coast to 


Fighting the pop pirates 


/ “ By Susannah Tarbush 

CAIRO — If imitation is the sin- 
ceres t form of flattery, then Egy- 
ptian singer Mohammad Munir is 
\ highly successful. Munir’s rec- 
' . ~ ording company Sonar is suffering 
. J the effects of a flood of counterfeit 
7 ' tapes of his albums. 

*r’f Sonar, which was founded by 
" * Egypt in 1976 by Ham Sabet and 
i: ‘- his partner Kamal, owns the 
SLAM!, Sonar and American Jet 
pre-recorded cassette labels. The 
c SLAM! lable alone is said to acc- 
; 4 ount for 50 per cent of Egypt’s 
Western music cassette market, 

- ‘ ; and 20 per cent of the Arab mar- 
-v* keL 

; It was six years ago that Sabet 
discovered the young Nubian sin- 
' ger in the music conservatory at 
Zaraalek. The tall, thin musician 
retains a certain diffidence, but 
the bags of fan mail in Sabet’s off- 
ice from girls all over the Arab 
World are testimony to his pop- 

— ularity.- 

Munir’s career took off four 
Ijfll years ago. and , according to 
" Sabet. volume sales of cassettes of 

his first four albums have reached 
round 780,000. 

Last year he suffered a personal 
tragedy with the death of 
Abdul-Rahim Mansour, a writer 
’. .'!y who had produced the lyrics for 
many of his songs. Bui Munir has 
been working on a new album 
"f which should be released at the 
end of Ramadan. He has also had 
some success in the film industry, 
and appeared in Youssef Shahin’s 
“An Egyptian Story.” 

“The piracy started two years 
" ago on a small scale: now it is an 
invasion," says Sabet He has tra- 
ced counterfeits to locations- aro- 
und the globe, including Cyprus, 
Singapore, Marseilles, London, 

- New York. Chicago, Los Angeles 
. * and San Francisco. Sabet believes 
piracy has cost the company $ 2 mn 
in lost sales. 

Sabat has been seeking action 
. r by the London-based Int- 
eraational Federation of Pho- 
nogram and Videogram Pro- 
ducers (IFPI). IFPI protects the 



The real thing: Egyptian singer 
■Mohammad Munir 

interests of its members by enc- 
ouraging the adoption of leg- 
islation to protect copyright, and 
by trying to ensure such Taws are 
enforced. 

The IFPI’s anti-piracy officer 
Mike Edwards says there is much 
piracy of Arabic material in Eur- 
ope. 

He cites the example of a large 
anti-piracy operation in the south 
of France coordinated by the fed- 
eration, in which 400,000 cas- 
settes of Arabic material ori- 
ginating in Milan were seized.' 

Much of the pirated material is 
destined for the “young expatriate 
Arab population in France and 
Britain”. 

Sabet has tried to become a 
member of IFPI, but he has a pro- 
blem: by his own admission, he 
started nis career as a pirate. 

It is relatively recently that 
Egypt has passed legislation to 
outlaw piracy. In 1977 it acceded 
to the Phonograms Convention, 
and in 198 1 it adopted a decree on 
copyright. 

Sabet says he turned to piracy 
because, while the major Western 


recording companies demanded 
enormous sums (as high as 
$ 100 , 000 ) from licensees, there 
was at that time no protection of 
licensees under Egy ptian law. 

Sabet visited IFPI in London in 
late 1983 to press his case, but was 
refused membership. “We can’t 
entertain an application by som- 
eone who’s pirating cassettes." 
says Edwards. 

But Sabet refutes IFPTs ass- 
ertions. “They try to divert (att- 
ention) from the real problem — 
they use wrong information from 
our domestic competitors.” Sabet 
told “The Middle East." He des- 
cribes the attitude of IFPI as “a 
neo-colonialist situation”. 

Sonar has paid-up capital of 
£E70,000 ($84,337) and working 
capital of £Elmn. In 1984 it had a 
turnover of £E2mn compared 
with £E 250,000 in 1978. 

Half of Sonar’s business is in 
music production, and half in hi-fi 
and other audio-electronic corR; 
suraer goods. It has a- number Of ' 
agencies and is exclusive agent for 
Maranrz of the U.S., and Nak- 
amichi, Denon and Onkyo of 
Japan. 

It claims a 50 per cent share of 
the Egyptian hi-fi market. Rec- 
ently Sonar has been working to 
transform itself from a limited lia- 
bility to a joint-stock company 
with capital of £E 6 00, 000. 

Sonar is particularly keen to 
increase its output' of Arabic 
music, and has promoted a “new 
Egyptian sound” combining pop- 
ular Egyptian music with Western 
instruments using advanced rec- 
ording techniques. 

Purists may frown, but the 
sound has proved highly com- 
mercial. and Sabet is hoping that 
his new protege, the Libyan 
Hamid AI Shairi. will enjoy suc- 
cess similar to that of Mohammad 
Munir. 

Perhaps the most telling sign 
that Shairi has made it as a star will 
be the widespread appearance of 
counterfeit tapes of his music — 
The Middle East Magazine, Lon- 
don. 


coast. In addition to his framed 
works, he displayed an array of 
brightly coloured painted silk sca- 
rves with varying motifs some ins- 
pired by Picasso. 

Najim Aii, a sculptor from Iraq, 
came to the United States five 
years ago in order to obtain his 
master's credits at Pratt Institute 
in New York City. With his bac- 
helor’s degree from the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Baghdad. Ah' had 
been a teacher in Iraq for several 
years. His work has been com- 
missioned by private collectors in 
Europe, the Middle East and by 
national organisations in Iraq. 

Alt works mostly in bronze, 
hammered copper and wood. He 
credits his teachers at Pratt Ins- 
titute for having given him enc- 
ouragement and inspiration in his 
work. “Our an in Iraq is quite tra- 
ditional,” be said. “And I am now 
trying to broaden the scope of my 
art. It takes a lot of time to dev- 
elop.” 

To those viewing his work, the 
appeal seemed definitely int- 
ernational. 

Naji Al- Hasan i is a Lebanese 
artist, architect, photographer, 
free lance writer, and lecturer. 
Al-Hasani described the col- 
lection as “reflective of Arab cul- 
ture.” 

“The bottom line of most of the 


artist here, I think, is derived from 
the Arab World." he explained. 
“The theme at least, is derivative. 
Our artists, however, are def- 
initely avant-guard. They have 
travelled widely throughout the 
world and they have added tou- 
ches to what is generally con- 
ceived as Arabic an. But, there is 
something that still relates to Ara- 
bic art, especially in terms of the 
subject matter. The cityscapes and 
the architecture portray this way 
of life. 

Take for instance Em an Haram 
(a Palestinian artist). She portrays 
that way of life, as does Sajida 
Alwan, (an Iraqi painter and one 
of the organisers of the show), and 
Raghida Gandour (a Lebanese 
artist).’’ 

Elsie Huri, another Lebanese 
artist with Greek parental inf- 
luence, depicts Arab folklife pre- 
dominantly from the woman’s 
point of view. Her “ Wedding Cer- 
emony,” a simply charming' work 
in China ink and acrylic, hints at a 
French influence. 

Lina Rasamny of Lebanon dis- 
played bronzed figures entitled 
“Jazz” that seemed to catch eve- 
ryone^ eye. The youthful artist 
had turned from painting to scu- 
lpture only two years ago and 
looks forward to continuing in this 
media. 


Mr. Al Hasani said he believed 
that Arab artists living in the U.S. 
are mixing well with their Ame- 
rican colleagues. Many of them 
now live in the Soho area in New 
York City and their way of life has 
become very similar to that of 
American artists. 

“The most difficult thing for an 
Arab artist working here, how- 
ever, is to become flexible about 
presenting his culture in pictorial 
form,” Mr. Al-Hasani said. “In 
other words, he or she has to be 
more sensitive to simplification of 
themes. A very complicated 
theme may not be well received or 
well understood here. 

“A lot of Arab artists are alr- 
eady becoming more receptive to 
that problem and are reducing 
detail in their work," he observed. 
“One of the definitions of Arab 
art is that it is very decorative. I. 
myself, don't think that is true 
because Arab an originated with 
abstractions, based on geometry. I 
would really like to see Arab art- 
ists stick to that and yet, at the 
same time, be less emphatic, less 
insistent on the repetition of geo- 
metric forms which may obscure 
the theme. In other words, they 
should simplify instead of ela- 
borating on it just because it is 
within them” — U-S. Information 
Agency. 




Charmingly admirable 
fools 

I HAVE already warned you... 

It was enough for yoa, to make the connection between my 
corner Monday and the hunt page interview with Md Brooks. 

I said it was the 1st of April and on that day one should 
practise all his lying talents. Hus is what I have actually done. 
Tire experience was very fascinating, I personally answered 79 
calls from readers who wot interested to take part in Brooks' 
production “‘History of James Bond.” This without conn ting 
those who called the Jordan Times for the same purpose. - 

I have also received 12 calls from people who guessed it was a 
joke but nevertheless called to turn the tables on me. I had on 
the line Mel Brooks, James Bond, actors from Broadway and 
even a message from Mrs. Barbara Brooks to her husband 
Mel... 

Those who called because they were fooled can be divided 
into three categories. 

Those fall of hope, dreams and timidity — mostly young girls 
who for a short while believed in “Die big chance”. One of 
them in particular, who said she had a 40-second experience in 
arting in a film abroad, broke by heart. 

I felt annoyed for having to tell her all this was a big lie. I wish 
I cooki have realised her dr eam s. 

The second category included mainly men, very sure of 
themselves. Professional actors or actors-to-be. Very hard it 
was to make them swallow all this was a joke. One of them had 
this mar velous reaction: “What do you mean a lie?... It’s in 
the newspaper isn't it?” 

F inall y, there was the humorous type which burst into lau- 
ghter when told what it was about and admitted to being the 
fools of April, wondering if they were the first to be fooled. 

One of those even told me he was planning to send the Mel 
Brooks interview to the film-maker himself. Why not? Perhaps 
Mr. Brooks will seriously consider shooting a film in Jordan. 

Anyhow, to you all, thanks for being what you are; faithful 
readers, good sports and very very admirable “fools.” 

German submariner 
remembers the sinking 
of The Lusitania 


PICTURES OF SPACE: Space tritych bv Soviet artist Anatolv Pokotyuk fTASS 
photo) 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuter 

BOCHUM, West Germany — 
German submariner Hermann 
Lcpper saw the Lusitania just one 
in his life but the image of Lhe 
doomed liner has haunted him for 
70 years. 

Mr. Leppter, 90, is the only sur- 
vivor of U-Boat U-20, the Ger- 
man World War I submarine that 
sem the pride of the British Cun- 
ard passenger fleet to the bottom 
of the Irish Sea. 

The sinking, on May 7, 19 15. of 
the unprotected, unarmed vessel 
was one of the worst shipping dis- 
asters of the century and fostered 
the climate that was to propel the 
United States into the war against 
Germany in 1917. 

Of the l.y59 passengers on 
board the luxury transatlantic ste- 
amer, 1,198 perished, including 
118 neutral U.S. citizens. 

“There was a colossal explosion 
on the Lusitania just after we fired 
our torpedo, 19 minutes later she 
was gone. We couldn't save a 
soul." Mr. Lepper told Reuters in 
an interview.^ 

An outraged Britain con- 
demned the attack as cold- 
blooded murder. Germany struck 
a medal showing death issuing tic- 
kets for the fateful voyage at the 
Cunard offices in New York. 

Mr. Lepper, who now lives in a 
nursing home in the Ruhr city of 
Bochum, tells a different tale- “If 
the captain had known it was the 
Lusitania, he would never have 
sunk it,” he said. 

The 31 ,500-ion Lusitania was 
en route from New York to Liv- 
erpool and was the First major cas- 
ualty of a German submarine blo- 
ckade of the waters around the 
British Isles. 


The German embassy in Was- 
hington had placed adv- 
ertisements in U.S. newspapers 
advising passengers against boa- 
rding the steamer, but there was 
no warning the day it was hit. 

Mr. Lepper, then a 20 -year-; - 
able seaman, spotted the 1 . s • 
i rani a at about 1.30 p.m. from 
bridge of the U-20 off old head cf 
Kinsale, within sight of the south 
coast of Ireland. 

“ I saw four funnels and clouds 
of smoke and thought there were 
several ships. None of us knew it 
was the Lusitania." 

Minutes later U-boat Captain 
Waliher Schwieger gave orders to 
dive and ready the torpedoes. 

Only one torpedo left its tube, 
but it scored a direct hit. 

When Mr. Schwieger peered 
through the periscope, the dre- 
adful truth dawned. "My God it’s 
the Lusitania and she's full of peo- 
ple,” Mr. Leppter remembers 
Capl. Schwieger telling the 36 
crew. 

The Times newspaper, in a gra- 
phic account of the sinking, des- 
cribed the explosion as a “loud, 
voluminous boom" and spoke of a 
hush of horror on board the str- 
icken liner: 

“There was no screaming at the 
last, only a long, wailing, mou- 
rnful, despairing, beseeching cry." 

When Mr. Schwieger and his 
crew surfaced to survey the scene 
from the distance, there was alm- 
ost nothing to see. 

"All that was left were spl- 
intered planks, chairs and other 
debris floating on the surface. You 
don’t forget something like that, 
you just can’t,” Mr. Lepper said. 

He remembers that his captain 
waited 24 hours before reporting 
the sinking. “We’d best not boast 
about this. 


Women ’s film festival vs Cannes monopoly 


By Juliette RooiDon 

Reuter 

PARIS — An annual Int- 
ernational Women’s Film Festival 
has come out of the feminist ghe- 
tto and made its first steps towards 
breaking the monopoly of Cannes 
as the only film fair in France. 

“Distribution of the films we 
chose for the festival on the 
French market and for television 
is our priority.” says Elisabeth 
Trehard, who with Jackie Buet 
created the festival in the pans 
suburb of Creteil. 

The prestigious festival in Can- 
nes has been alone until now in 
providing an organised French 
market for stars and distribution 
houses from all over the world. 

The organisers describe the cre- 
ation of a professional film market 
at their festival as an important 
challenge to Cannes, although 
they caution it is still at an exp- 
erimental stage. 

This year’s festival — with 51 
competing films from 1 8 countries 
— attracted several distributors as 
well as more than 20,000 spe- 
ctators, far better than in previous 
years. 

The festival, created in 1 979 but 
limited until this year to a com- 
mitted feminist audience, cost i .8 
million francs ($180,000) and was 
financed partly by the Women’s. 
Rights Ministry under Yvette 
Roudy. 

“For the first time this year, 
negotiations started at the festival 


for distribution in France of the 
three prizewinning films in the 
next few months. This is a notable 
success in taking these films out of 
their ghetto,” said Ms. Trehard. 

Ms. Buet said they had been try- 
ing to open the French market to 
non-commercial women's films 
ever since the creation of the 
women's film festival. 

She noted that West German 
Director Helm a Sanders was alm- 
ost unknown in France until her 
films such as “Lender Dem Pfl- 
aster, Liegt Der strand” (under 
the pavement lies the beach) and 
“Deutschland, Bleicbe Mutter” 
(Germany, pale mother) were 
shown in the festival. 

This year's first prize was awa- 
rded to “JvacLk DusmanT (the 
wedding room), by Turkish Dir- 
ector Bilge Olgac. 

Ms. Olgac was not allowed out 
of Turkey to attend the festival. 
Actress Louise Menase, who rep- 
resented ber at the prizegiving 
ceremony, said the film director 
had been awaiting trial since sho- 
rtly after the military coup in 
1980. 

Using more humour than her 
male compatriot Yilmaz Guney in 
“Yof — which won the golden 
palm at the Cannes Festival in 
1982 — Ms. Olgac tells in her film 
how Turkish society is torn bet- 
ween the conflicting lifestyles of 
East and West. 

Ms. Olgac was a novelist before 
coining to cinema. Although she 
directed 18 films between . 1964 


and 1975, “Kacik D usman i" was 
her first for 10 years. 

The other prizewinners were 
“La Femme de L' Hotel’’ (the 


hotel woman) by French- 
Canadian Lea Pool, and Mai Zet- 
terling’s “Scnibbers”, a British 
film. 


OPERATOR/TYPIST REQUIRED 

The UNICEF Regional Office for the Middle East and 
North Africa in Amman is seeking ONE TELEPHONE 
OPERATOR/TYPIST fluent in English and Arabic, 
pleasant voice, Arabic typing and 2 years exp- 
erience. Salary between JD 1 92 to JD 21 1 per month. 
The Organisation offers, in addition to good sal- 
aries, very competitive working conditions inc- 
luding annual salary increments, 6 weeks annual 
leave, dependency allowances for spouse and chi- 
ldren, language proficiency allowance, medical ins- 
urance, pension fund coverage, group life ins- 
urance, working hours from 7:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., 
etc. 

Qualified candidates should submit their written 
applications by 15 April 1985 to: 

The Personnel Officer 
Room 1101 
UNICEF 

Comprehensive Commercial Center 
(also known 1 as the Marble Tower Bldg). 

Prince Mohammad St., 3rd Cirde 

or P.O. Box 811721, Amman, Jordan 
Phone Nos. 629612, 620603, 629586 

Only those who meet the above requirements will be 
considered for testing and interview. Preference will 
be given to Jordanian nationals. 


/ \ 

/ m \ 
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WALLENIUS LINES 


MALTRANS SHIPPING AGENCIES COMPANY is happy . 
to announce to its customers it§ complete readiness to 
ship alf kinds of equipment on which (RO/RO) wheels 
are used, from the Port of Aqaba to the Ports of the Red 
Sea and the Arabian Gulf. 

In addition to its full readiness to ship all kinds of- equipment from the ports of West Europe to Aqaba 

through Wallenius Lines, which is specifically equipped for this purpose, knowing that the line takes 
an average of three trips a month . 


For more information, please contact the 
representatives or come personally to: 

Ufiuia.Ulg (UailoJI uULSgil uuljUla hSjiAi 

MALTRANS SHIPPING AGENCIE5 COMPANY 

SHMEISANI, Opposite to the Royal Cultural Centre. 
Telephone: 666085/ 668656/ 663657 
Telex: 21 0430/ 22067 






6 Sports 


Chinese official ordered off the bench 

China captures Table 
Tennis World titles 


Hearns getting ready 
to face Hagler April 15 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) — China’s table 
tennis stars left their rivals as baffled as ever as 
they captured both team titles at the World 
Championships, but completed their triumph on a 
controversial note Tuesday. 

China's men trounced hosts appeared to be some mis unde r- 
[weden 5-0 in the final to take the standing:” 
towd for the ninth time in the The coaching from the side was 
ast 13 championships, while the scarcely needed because the 
Chinese women's 3-0 rout of Chinese women were immensely 
forth Korea was marked by an superior. World singles champion 
xtraordinary incident midway Qjo Yaohua was ‘never included 
hrough their final. in their team, wbo did not con- 

Chinese official Zheng Min Zhi cede a Rubber-in nine matches on 
ras ordered off the bench for their way to the championship for 
legal coaching, but she refused the sixth consecutive time. 


China's men trounced hosts 
Sweden 5-0 in the final to take the 
crown for the ninth time in the 
last 13 championships, while the 
Chioese women's 3-0 rout of 
North Korea was marked by an 
extraordinary incident midway 
through their final. 

Chinese official Zheng Min Zhi 
was ordered off the bench for 
illegal coaching, but she refused 
to go and there was an 11 minutes 
delay before the champions' 
head-coach Zhang Xie Lin per- 
suaded her to move a few metres 
away. 

' Yet Zheng went back to the 
bench shortly afterwards and the 
match was interrupted for three 
minutes during the third Rubber. 
Zhang said later: “There 


The Chinese men's success in a 
repeat of the previous world final 
in Tokyo two years ago under- 
lined the depth and quality of 
their resources. 

World number one Jiang 
Jialiang and Xie Saike were the 
oniy two members of the squad 
who also played in 1983. and 
second-ranked Xie was not in- 


cluded in Tuesday night's victo- 
rious line-up. 

Sweden, dispatched 5-1 in 
Tokyo, did not manage to win a 
Rubber this time, although their 
emerging 19-year-old star Jan- 
Ove Waldner took both Chen 
Longcan and Chen Xinhua to 
three games and Mikael Appel- 
gren provided the partisan home 
crowd with moments to savour in 
a compelling duel with Jiang 
which also went to three games. 

Zhang paid tribute to the host 
country: “The Swedish team have 
some very fine players and their 
performance in the final proved 
this point. I believe they can get 
better and that Sweden and Chi- 
na will be strong rivals in the 
future.*' 

Swedish coach Tomas Berner 
said: “We know that China are so 
good that we have to play 100 per 
cent and if they do not play at 
their highest level we have a 
chance. It was a hard match but 
the Chinese team are the best in 
the world." 


LAS VEGAS (R) — World Box- 
ing Council (WBQ super wel- 
terweight champion Thomas Hea- 
rns arrived here late Monday night 
to begin final preparations for his 
title bout with undisputed world 
middleweight champion Mar- 
velous Marvin Hagler on April IS. 

Hearns, who previously held 
the World Boxing Association 
(WBA) welterweight title, began 
sparring Tuesday at Caesais Pal- 
ace, site of the multxmillion-doOar 
bout Before flying here, Hearns 
spent two weeks training in 
Miami after beginning his training 
in his hometown of Detroit 

Hearns said he now weighs 164 
pounds (74.5 kg), four pounds 
(1.8 kg) over the middleweight 
limit but down from the 169 pou- 
nds (76. S kg) he weighed when he 
began training in Florida after an 
extensive two-week promotional 
tour across the United States. 

“Thomas is physically ready as 
he can be. Now we'll just be wor- 


king on strategy and tactics," said 
his manager-trainer Emanuel 
Steward. 

The 26-year-old Hearns has a- 
record of 40-1 with 34 knockouts. 
He has won eight straight since 
suffering his only defeat, a 14th- 
round knockout by Sugar Ray 

Leonard. 

Hagler, who is expected to arr- 
ive here on Sunday, has a record of 
60-2-2 with 50 knockouts and is 
unbeaten in his last 35 fights. The 
30-year-old champion will be 
making the 11th defence of the 
title he won in 1980 when he sto- 
pped Britain’s Alan Min ter. 

The fight, which is already sold 
out, will be held in a 15,000-seat 
outdoor arena adjacent to the 
Hotel -Casino. Hagler opened as a 
7-5 favourite, but the odds rec- 
ently shifted to Hearns' favour 
and he is now listed as a 6-5 fav- 
ourite. 

Las Vegas oddsmakers predict 
that the bout will be 'even-money 1 
at fight time. 


Gomez hardly beats 
Duncan in 1st round 


Duncan gives hard time to Lendl 


MONTE CARLO (R) — Top 
seed Ivau Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia was made to work, 
hard Wednesday to oust defiant 
American qualifier Lawson Dun- 
can 6-4, 6-4 in the second round of 
the Monte Carlo Open tennis tou- 
rnament. 

Lendl was unable to dictate 
their 100-minute duel in thesiin in 
the way he might have anticipated 
from his opponent's 149th-placed 
i nternational ranking. 

D*:ncan, 20. in his first full year 
■*' the circuit, matched the French 

i. •* for mos 1 of a 

. * fv:ci:v cut a: she baseline.- 
-■tJ r-iised his hopes of a major’ 
upset when he broke Lendl* s serve 
in the second set to move into a 
3-1 lead. 

But Lendl hit back imm- 
ediately. breaking Duncan’s ser- 
vice twice in succession. He also 
survived four break points on his 
own service in a marathon eighth 
game of five deuces, before eve- 
ntually booking his place in the 


last 16. 

Lendl, number one seed for the 
fourth year in a row, has never 
won the Monte Carlo title and 
bowed out injured last year in the 
quarter-finals against Henrik 
Sundstrom of Sweden who went 
on to win the title. 

Lendl knew nothing about his 
opponent before the match, but 
said he was not surprised by the 
American's bold performance. 

“I figured that if he qualified he 
was going to hit a lot of balls back 
or have a big serve or something.’’ 
he said. 

In fact, in the qualifying rounds, 
Duncan defeated Israel's Shlomo 
Clicks tern. Lendl's conqueror in 
the first round here two years ago. 

“I had trouble hitting the ball. 
It's just a different game from 
hardcourt and indoors," Lendl 
added. 

Lendl is far from happy with a 
schedule — designated by the 
men's International Professional 
Tennis Council — which has for- 


No-one exerts the same effort in getting 
what you need at acceptable prices. 



J. Insurance Building, 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman. 


TO LET 

t. A furnished apartment composed of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, two big halls, two verandas and a 
kitchen with separate central heating system in a 
building situated immediately opposite the Amer- 
ican School. Royal Automobile Club road, Seventh 
Circle. 

2. A furnished apartment composed of 2 bedrooms, a 
guest room, a big hail, a bathroom,.^ veranda and 
a kitchen surrounded by a garden, with a telephone 
situated in the Fifth Circle. Abdoun, Orthodox Club 
Road. 

Please contact Tel. 814832 


ced him to cross the Atlantic for 
this tournament 

It is sandwiched between the 
Fort Myezs event which Lendl 
won in Florida last week and next 
week's World Championship 
Tennis (WCT) finals in Dallas. 

“I think the whole system 
sdnks... I think they ought to do 
something about it (and) change 
the schedule," he said. 

Duncan, whose $2,600 prize 
money was more than a quarter of 
his entire winnings last year, was 
pleased with his performance. 

“I think I played pretty well 
overall. I had some chances to win 
the match. He looked like he was a 
little tentative," he said. 

Unseeded West German Mic- 
hael Westphal was the first thr- 
ough to the quarter-finals after a 
surprise 7-6, 6-4 victory over sev- 
enth seed Jimmy Arias of the U.S. 
in the third round. 

Arias said: "He played very 
well. I had a little trouble with my 
rackets. " 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


CHICAGO (R) — Third-seeded 
Andres Gomez of Ecuador, still 
rusty from a five-month layoff, 
was stretched to .three sets by 
little-known American Juan Far- 
row Tuesday night in the 
5315,000 Chicago Classic Grand 
Prix tennis tournament. 

Gomez managed a 7-6, 4-6, 6-3 
first wound victory in his second 
tournament since a five-month 
break caused by a shoulder injury. 

But Y anni ck Noah of France, 
seeded fourth, had no problems as 
he crushed American Mel Purcell 
6-3, 6-2 in 50 minutes. 

Purcell was defenceless against 
the agile Noah, who mixed a wide 
Arsenal of topspin and sliced gro- 


unds trokes with serves that Pur- 
cell only saw after they were past 
him. 

“Every time I put a first serve 
in, I knew it was an ace,” Noah 
said. 

The first round concludes Wed- 
nesday night with top seed John 
McEnroe of the United States fac- 
ing Peter Doohan of Australia and 
Jimmy Connors, the second seed, 
playing fellow-Araerican Jay Lap- 
idus. 

Gomez said he was not in top 
toumamentform.’Ttwas difficult 
to keep my concentration," he 
said. “I may beat a few guys, but 
I'm not going to win a tournament 
playing like this." 


Referee evacuated by helicopter 

ST G ALLEN, Switzerland (R) — The referee of the Swiss First 
Division soccer tie Tuesday night had to be evacuated by helicopter 
when irate supporters of losing home side St G alien laid siege to the 
officials' cabin after the match. 

Walter Nussbaumer, who bad earlier sent off St. Gallon's Yugoslav 
defender Ladislav Jurkemik during their 2-1 defeat by Neuchatel 
Xamax, refused the home team a penalty just before the final whistle 
and pandemonium ensued. 

A football, league official told Reuters: “An hour after the match 
.the referee was still trapped in the cabin. For safety reasons we 
‘.decided to take him off the grounds by helicopter." 


ARABIAN HORSE. CLUB 

Invites you on Palm Sunday 

— Fattouch. 

— Spaghetti. 

— Chicken, broccoli. 

— Cheesecake. 

— Coffee. 

With Freddie on the Organ 

JD 3.950 per person 
For reservations tel.: 630035 
Airport Highway 

Umm El-Kundom 


Calcutta to 
stage 1987 
World Cup 
Cricket final 

BOMBAY (R) — Calcutta will 
stage the final of the 1987 Cricket 
World Cup, an official of the 
International Cricket Conference 
(ICC) said Wednesday. 

India, the winners of the 1983 
World Cup, New Zealand, Au- 
stralia and an associate member 
of the ICC will comprise one 
pre liminar y group with Pakistan, 
England, West Indies and Sri 
Lanka in the other. 

For the first time the final will 
be spread over two days and 

S ires will be selected from 
rent test playing countries. 
ICC secretary Jack Bailey said 
at the end of a meeting of dele- 
gates from 10 nations that the 
tournament, jointly hosted by In- 
dia and Pakistan, would start on 
October 9. 

The first semifinal would be in 
Bombay on November 1 and the 
second at Lahore the following 
day. The final would be played on 
, a 60-overs a side basis on Novem- 
1 ber 7-8. 

All the test playing countries 
except the West Indies were at 
the meeting. “The current New 
Zealand tour of the West Indies 
has kept them busy, but the West 
Indies have given hill backing to 
this meeting in a telex message,” 
Bailey said. 

The associate member to join 
the group with India, New Zea- 
land and Australia will be de- 
cided by a competition next year. 


Argentina 
boosts hockey 
semifinal 
chances 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Arg- 
entina virtually clinched a place in 
the women’s Inter-Continental 
Cup hockey semifinals with a 1-1 
draw with Japan Tuesday. 

The outcome left the two cou- 1 
□tries joint leaders of Group A, 
one point ahead of Wales, who 
beat Uruguay 6-0. The final round 
wtll be played Wednesday. 

Argentina face struggling Par- 
aguay while Wales and Japan 
dash for the other se mifinal place 
from the group... . :. •• ••■ 

‘ - Wales must triumph to qualify. 
The* teams last met in Cardiff in 
November, Wales winning 2-0. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Nancy McCarthy 


ACROSS 
1 Cicatrix 
5 Dart 

10 Exceeded 55 
14 Max. food 


16 1482 ship 

17 FUry-tale 


20 Teeny 

21 Hefttoytlmes 

22 Retina 

23 Nucha 

25 Virginia — 

27 Comic tpfcl 
29 FuHIned 


33 Speechify 
34, 

35 Tokyo ot yore 

36 Luauneck- 


37 “Westakw 
Story'’ rote 

38 Ludwig Of 
.tannings 

39 U-K- member 

40 A 

41 Grin 

42 Sons of Fr. 
kings 

44 Hit a bad 




!!■■■ H 

9H 

1111 

IBIIII 


iana 


anal 

BH! 


* IMS Tribune Media Semcw. Me- 
AU Right! 


42 Sons of Fr. 5 Drool 

kings 6 Approach 

44 HHabad 7 Sony! 


45 Cotyor 9 SonofOdln 

Descartes 10 Springes 

48 Dorothy's pooch 11 — coteds 

47 Shakos' 12 Extremities 


Yesterday's Puzzle So trod: 


relatives 
50 Letlt stand 
52 Actor Marvin 
55 ' 

58 Sa Bad or lay 

59 Selleck and 
Suwer 

60 Watery stuff 

61 Atop 

62 Spot 

63 Mends 

64 Takes advan- 
tage of 

DOWN 

1 Put away 

2 Sugar source 

3 t Fr. 

4 Fish eggs 


13 — 

19 Slight furrow 
21 Sword 

24 Lawyers: abbr. 

25 Resign 

26 —mater 

27 Propatted 
a raft 

28 Combat zone 

29 Stomata 

30 ;; 

31 Roman official 

32 Cobbled 
34 CWBcon — 

37 Principal 

38 Issue 

40 Thorax 

41 Coin chufa 


Huaa auaaaa uraa 
uuaiii auaiaHa 393 
□nooBiaHaiiBB aag 
□ua Hand antJOB 
uiiuii aasiuuaa 
EnnnoiaB dumaa 
□bhq aaiaHH ana 
□anna ana uggaci 
hug tfnsHOi naaoi 
[ubljqh aaaaaa 
nBaaHQH aaaa 
nniiiiDJO cjeihh nan 
aua aaaanaaaaua 
[jbq uaiiaua anasi 
nnH auauaa ciaaa 


44 War horses 

47 Singer Smith 

48 Lyric poetry 

49 Ostentatious 
display 

50 Goad 


43 Affectedly nice 51 Spare 


53 Grafted hi 
heraldry 

54 Selves 

56 Postal 
tetters 

57 Wave: Sp. 

58 Ft. coin 


West Indies manages narrow 
lead over N. Zealand 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad (R) 
— Fast bowlers Michael Holding 
and Joel. Gamer swept West In- 
dies to a 45-run first innings lead 
over New Zealand on the fourth 
day of the first test 

The hosts were 11 for one at 
lunch, losing opener Richie 
Richardson in the last over before 
the interval. 

Holding dismiss ed Richard 
Hadlee, Geoff Howartb and Ian 
Smith for nine runs in a fiery spell 
during the opening session. 

Gamer polished off the tail, as 
New Zealand, 223 for five over- 
night, fell for 262 in reply to West 
Indies 307. 

The tourists lost their last five 
wickets for 39 runs in 85 minutes. 

Holding, bowling off a long run 
with the .second .new. ball - two 
overs old, had HaJdlee steering a 
comfortable catch to Gamer at 
gully off the day’s third ball.- 


Hadlee failed to add to his score 
of 18. 

Skipper Howarth, tested with a 
few short balls from Holding, 
fended another lifting delivery in 
the next over and was caught at 
backward short leg. Howartb 
made 45 — his best tour score — 
which took 229 minutes. 

Gamer replaced Malcolm Mar- 
shall after 45 minutes and in his 
first over, Lance Cairns edged a 
catch to second slip. 

In between. Holding suffered 
the agony of having Smith drop- 
ped twice in the space of three' 
balls. First Gamer put down a 
simple catch at gully and Roger 
Harper missed a low chance at 
second slip. 


ARABIAN HORSE CLUB 

Join our special SPANISH NIGHT at Rodeo Res- 
taurant Club every Thursday and Friday for the month 
of April. 

Airport Highway 

Umm Ei-Kundom 

For reservations tel.: 630035 


inter accepts 
UEFA fine 

BERNE (R) — Imeraazionale 
Milan have not appealed against 
the severe fine imposed by the 
European Football Union after 
crowd trouble at last month’s 
UEFA Cup tie against Cologne of 
West Germany, a UEFA spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

The Italians, who were fined 
200,000 Swiss francs ($77,000) at 
the weekend, had indicated they 
would probably appeal, but the 
UEFA spokesman said they had 
missed die midnight deadline. 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Second floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 living 
rooms, dining room, 2 balconies, separate central 
heating and entrance, telephone, housekeeper room 
and bathroom. 

Location: 4th Circle 

Contact: 671317 


GROUND FLOOR TO LET 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, diningroom, sit- 
tingroom, bathroom, garden, garage, telephone, cen- 
tral heating with a separate entrance. 

Location: Jabal Amman, near San Rock Hotel 

For Information call: 814322 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
HOUSE FOR RENT 

A deluxe-furnished ground house consisting of two bedrooms 
salon, dining room, three verandas, two bathrooms, garage and 
garden. 

Location Urn Utheinah. towards the end of AJ Wad an supermarket 

lOaU, _ 

For Infor mation calj: M r. Bahjrrt Al Sham! 

Tel. 660899 between 9-11 a.m. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday cm 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One sterling 12248/58 

One U.S. dollar 1 3690/3700 

3.1050/80 
3.5040/70 
2.6275/6305 ! 
62.40/50 
9.4600/4900 
1983.0/7.0 
252.75/90 
9.0050/0150 
8.9350/9500 
11.1375/1475 
One ounce of gold 321.00/321.50 


U.S. doDars 
Canadian doDars 
West German marls 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices drifted lower due to lack of sup- 
port in thin trading with operators content to sit on the sidelines 
prior to the Easter break, dealers said. The FTSE 100 share index 
at 1530 GMT was down 12.7 at 1274.1. 

Base rate cuts of Va point to 13’/* per cent by Barclays and 
Midland had little effect 

British Aerospace declined 20p to 413 having said it will offer 
146.9 million shares when the British government disposes of its 
48.8 per cent stake in the company. 

Government bonds showed gains of up to 3/16 point while gold 
shares were firm and North Americans were mixed. 

Lasmo dropped 20p to 328 following its planned £67 milli on 
rights issue and annual results. Among other oils, B.P. was down 
7p at 543 and Shell 2p easier at 723. 

In lower insurance, Guardian Royal shed 2Sp to 665 and Sun 
Alliance fell 1 8p to 465 both having reported 1984 figures below 
market forecasts. Banks showed losses of up to 13p. 

Blue Circle declined 26p to 490 on further consideration of 
Tuesday’s $145 minion acquisition of Atlantic Cement Co. Inc. 
Among other dealers, Glaxo dropped at 1,080, Racal at 196 and P 
and O at 341 all eased lOp while and ICI fell 12p to 757. 
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from the Carroll Rlghfer Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: After an early morning 
upset, you will be able to handle whatever arises in a 
resourceful manner, especially if you do so with more 
than usual charm and cleverness. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 191 If you don't argue over 
money with partners: you find that later you can discuss 
matters between you objectively. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An associate can give 
you trouble in the morning, but later you can work out 
a monetary matter well and forget it. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Forget that worry about 
some job In the morning, and later you can go after what 
you most want and get it. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Steer dear 
of^a.dem^nding new acquaintance in the morning, and 
later you can plan a new-campaign of action. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Avoid an irate higher-up and 
be with the persons you like. Make sure your car is In 
good running order. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Forget making some 
drastic and costly changes, and get into your duties with 
vim and vigor. Don't be afraid to ask for a favor. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Don't carp over a debt, 
but put some new ideas to work that can bring you add- 
ed income quickly. Learn from new contacts. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Avoid a partner who 
is irate. Be with your mate for a delightful day and even- 
ing. Show that you are practical. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec 21) Steer dear of 
a disturbed co-worker, and then talk over with dever 
friends how you want the relationships to trend. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get busy at duties 
ahead of you. Don't spend money on pleasure. Make 
your home life more charming by changing your 
attitude. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get into some form 
of recreation in the outdoors that can relieve Lhe ten- 
sions you are under. Express some talent you have. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get home affairs nicely 
handled, and don't go flying off on some tangent. Bring 
out that Piscean charm and make others happy. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 5,} 1985 ; 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Being rebellious and 
breaking promises would gel you nowhere fast, especial- 
ly since lata* you are able to put your ideas to good use 
and get the support to make your dreams come true. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If you don't run off on 
some tangent, you find that good things can happen. 
Show that you have a good head on your shoulders. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Don't change your mind 
about some investment in the morning. Take time for 
some social pleasure in tfie evening. 

GEMI NI (May 21 to June 21) Forget that errant wish 
in the meaning. Show your true devotion for your mate. 
This brings about greater happiness in the days ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't force 
another to do what you wish in the morning. Later you 
can be with good friends. The evening can be happy. 

- LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Avoid that argument bet- 
ween a good friend and an attachment, and find an easier 
way of .gaining your personal aims. 

. VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You feel like making 
drastic changes both at home and in business, but this 
would not be wise. Stick to your regular duties. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Forget that unnecessary 
errand. concentrate on how to improve your regular 

set-up. Show associates you want to get along famous- 
ly with them now. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21). Forget financial wor- 
ries ahd listen to what an expert has to tell you concern- 
ing ways to make greater progress. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Find some way 
of gaining more self control, and then make the changes 
that you deem wise. Plan a necessary trip to solve a 
problem. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You want to turn 
against work ahead of you but soon change your mind 
and become very efficient. Use the right words. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Some private anxie- 
ty could deter you from making plana for entertainment 
you like if you permit. Work out affairs sensibly. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Plan what should be done 
so that you can gain that feeling of well being you desire. 
Don't give anyone cause for criticism. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be one who will view everything dearly and reasonably 
and will analyze all sides of any situation before com- 
-ing to a decision. Teach to finish one project before go-, 
ing on to another. A lover of sports b ere. 


Union Bank of the Middle East 
takes over troubled Dubai Bank 


DUBAI (R) — The fourth largest 
bank in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Dubai Bank, was Wed- 
nesday taken over by siate-run 
Union Bank of the Middle East 
(UBME) in what officials des- 
cribed as a move to protect the 
UAE banking sector. 

UBME chairman and minister 
of state for finance Mr. Ahmad 
Humaid A1 Ta'yer told a press 
conference the acquisition bec- 
ame necessary when auditors 
found the bank had negative net 
worth. 

It has been burdened by bad 
loans and expensive property ass- 
ets in Singapore, Bankers say. 

Shareholders, led by Dubai 
merchants Abdul Rahim and 
Abdul Latif Galadari who tog- 
ether held 70 per cent of the bank, 
wQl receive one dirham (27 cents) 
per share with the total purchase 
price reaching 1.47 million dir- 
hams ($399,000). 

Mr. A1 Ta'yer said the bank’s 
assets and liabilities at the end of 
last year were 3.4 billion dirhams 
($923 million). 

Foreign shareholders are Credit 
Suisse and Wells Fargo, which 


held 7.4 per cent each. 

Mr. AITa’yersaid the move was 
“in accordance with the declared 
intentions of the government of 
Dubai to .strengthen the banking 
sector by creating a strong nat- 
ional institution." 

HC said Dubai Bank, which 
would become a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of UBME, would have 
access to an open credit line from 
the Dubai government, which 
owns 73 per cent of UBME. 

"What we need we’ll get." he 
said. 

Bankers said the Dubai gov- 
ernment had already pumped in 
more than 200 million dirhams 
($54 million) in long-term pla- 
cements with the bank since eng- 
ineering a shake up of its man- 
agement last February. 

In the stiakeup, Mr. Abdul 
Rahim Galadari was replaced as 
chairman by National Bank of 
Dubai chairman Mr. Sultan Ali A1 
Oweis, and five bank directors 
were sacked. 

Mr. AJ Ta’yer said the takeover 
completed a process of state reo- 
rganisation of the banking sector 
in Dubai emirates. 


“This is the end of the problem 
in Dubai. We are now looking to 
the future on a strong, solid basis," 
he said. 

UBME was itself rescued by the 
Dubai government in November 
1983 when it faced liquidity pro- 
blems bankers said were due to 
bad loans and gold speculation. 
The government bought shares 
held by another Galadari brother, 
Mr. Abdul Wahab. 

In January, UBME took over 
another troubled Dubai bank. 
Emirates National. Bankers said 
that although the Galadari bro- 
thers have now divested the- 
mselves of the bank, their pro- 
blems are not over. 

The Galadari group, with int- 
erests in real estate, trading and 
publishing, has debts of more than 
$200 million, they said. Among 
creditors are a Citibank-led con- 
sortium that organised a 568 mil- 
lion loan for the group last spring. 

The Galadari brothers had ple- 
dged some of their shares as col- 
lateral for the loan, but Mr. AJ 
Tayer said Citibank had agreed to 
give up rights to them. It retains 
rights to other Galadari assets. 


Investors hold on to dollar 


LONDON (R) — The dollar’s standing as the 
world’s major currency for trade and investment 
has been little affected by its recent drop in value 
on world currency markets, international fund 
managers and financial analysts say. 


EC farm ministers fail to rein spending 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — The fut- 
ure of bold plans to rein in Eur- 
opean Community (EC) farm 
spending and cut mounting food 
surpluses was in doubt Wed- 
nesday after the group's farm min- 
isters failed to agree on a crucial 
prices package, diplomats said. 

The 10 ministers Tuesday cal- 
led off a delayed attempt to fix 
form prices for the 1985 farm 
year, barely 24 hours after starting 
a special session aimed at bridging 
wide divisions over proposals fora 
virtual price freeze. 

Italian Farm Minister Filippo 
Pandolfi, whose country currently 
holds the Community's rota tine 
presidency, told reporters dif- 
ferences were so great there was 
no point in continuing. 

West Germany, which refused 
to consider cuts in the key cereals 
sector, was blamed by other cou- 
ntries for the impasse. 

Farm Commissioner Frans 
Andriessen has proposed cereals 
cuts of 3.6 per cent, under rules set 


up to limit over-production by 
price reductions. The Community 
has a cereals surplus of some 15 
million tonnes, likely to swell to as 
much as 26 million following a 
bumper harvest last year. 

The ministers should have rea- 
ched agreement by April 1 when 
the new farm year began. They 
agreed to resume a search for a 
deal on April 22 and "rolled over" 
existing arrangments until the end 
of the month. 

Community farm spending last 
year soared to 19 billion Eur- 
opean Currency Units ($14 bil- 
lion), sparking a budget crisis and 
leading to the introduction of tou- 
gher controls on expenditure. 

Mr. Andriessen says this year’s 
price package, which also includes 
cuts for some fruit ami vegetables, 
honours the financial guidelines 
agreed last year by keeping total 
spending broadly stable. 

Italy and Greece are strongly 
opposed to cuts for citrus fruits 
and Ireland is vehemently against 


Alia, KLM cooperation grows 


By Kassab Samawi 

Special to the Jordan Hines 

AMSTERDAM — Head of the 
press department at the Royal 
Dutch Ainines (KLM) has praised 
the cooperation between Jordan 
and Holland in the field of air tra- 
nsport within the growing bilateral 
relations. 

In a recent interview with AJ 
Rai newspaper, Mr. Harms said 
Alia, the Royal Jordanian Airline 
and KLM are playing an active 
role in strengthening cooperation 
between the two countries in all 
fields, mainly economic and tou- 
rism exchange. 

He said that Jordan and Hol- 
land have signed an agreement 
under which the framework of 
cooperation in air transport is def- 
ined. The agreement was signed in 
1961 in addition to other agr- 
eements between the two national 
airlines in the two countries. 


Mr. Harms said the Dutch gov- 
ernment and airline authorities in 
• Amsterdam are 1 Offering major 
facilities for .Alia flights in tra- 
nsporting passengers and luggage 
through Holland and that there 
are continued contacts between 
the two airlines to strengthen this 
cooperation. 

Alia makes three weekly flights 
between Amman and Amsterdam 
while KLM operates two flights a 
week on the same line beside two 
other flights operated by Alia to 
New York through Amsterdam. 

In 1983, Alia carried 12,000 
passengers on flights between 
Amman and Amsterdam while 
KLM carried on the same line 
more than 15,000 passengers. 

In the same year Alia carried 
1.5 million kilogrammes of cargo 
while KLM carried some 300,000 
' kilogrammes during the same per- 
iod. 


plans for further curbs on dairy 
output. 

But diplomats said the cereals 
problem was the key to a set- 
tlement They said a deal may fin- 
ally only be clinched by a com- 
mitment to reexamine present 
rules. 

"On cereals, there were two 
utterly opposing camps. We may 
now have to be thinking in terms 
of a medium terra strategy for the 
common agricultural policy," Mr. 
Pandolfi said. "There has been no 
possibility of anyone budging on 
the issue." 

India to invest 
$24 billion in 
electronics 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India will 
invest 320 billion rupees (S24.6 
billion) over the next five years in 
the electronics industry, which, 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi has* 
called the "nerve centre" of the 
modernisation programme, the 
government said Wednesday. 

• "The ’electronics Industry in 
India has been planned to grow at 
an average annual growth rate of 
over 35 per cent during the next 
five years, ... a five-fold growth in 
five years" an official press sta- 
tement said. 

The statement quoted Ele- 
ctronics Commission Chairman 
M.S. Rao as saying 44 per cem of 
the electronics investment would 
be in the private sector. 

The investment would be in the 
fields of components, consumer 
electronics, aerospace and def- 
ence, communication and bro- 
adcasting, computers, and control, 
instrumentation and industrial 
electronics, the release said. 

Mr. Gandhi, considered a com- 
puter buff, has liberalised eco- 
nomy policy to allow import of 
technology, especially in the field 
of electronics. 


Over the past two weeks the 
dollar lost over 7.5 per cent of its 
value against other leading cur- 
rencies such as the German mark, 
but this did not panic investors to 
jettison their holdings of dollar 
assets or scramble for alterna- 
tives. 

There is still no long-term 
alternative to the dollar, they told 
Reuter correspondents in the 
world’s key financial centres. 

Pension funds, insurance com- 
panies and investment managers 
here and in centres like New 
York, Tokyo, Frankfurt, Zurich 
and Bahrain control investments 
running into billions of dollars. 

Mr.Wemer Rein, chief eco- 
nomist at Union Bank of Switzer- 
land in Zurich, referring to recent 
drama on the exchanges, said: 
"One should avoid creating 
panic. There is no political prob- 
lem in the United States and 
monetary policy will be main- 
tained.” 

Most analysts round the globe 
saw the turnaround in the dollar's 
four-year rise as more likely to 
influence the allocation of new 
investments rather than lead to a 
change in existing holdings. 

The dollar shakeout on the 
foreign exchanges over the past 


two weeks as precipitated by a 
run on a small savings bank in the 
mid-western state of Ohio that 
shook confidence in the U.S. 
banking system. This knocked 
(be dollar off 10-year highs 
against the mark and some other 
leading European currencies. 

"But it is not falling off a cliff,” 
Mr. Michael Snow, senior vice 
president of Union of Switzer- 
land’s office in New York. 

r .m 

The correction on the currency’ 
markets has imposed fresh 
reasons for caution among the 
money managers responsible for 
longer-term investment deci- 
sions. 

Underlying confidence in the 
dollar would remain provided the 
Reagan administration kept infla- 
tion under control and the eco- 
nomy buoyant, analysts said. 

Mr. Jay Dirnberger, managing 
director of Julius Baer Invest- 
ment Management in New York; 
said: "The desire to diversify has 
been restrained by the strength of 
the dollar, but now that it has 
shown signs of sustained weak- 
ness, the U.S. pension funds are 
going with their overseas expan- 
sion plans.” 

He estimated that large U.S. 
pension funds would commit be- 


tween $600 milli on and $1 billion 
of new money to overseas invest- 
ments over the next six months. 

Most of this money was headed 
for fixed-income securities mar- 
kets in Japan, West Germany and 
Britain, analysts said. * 

Both the West German and 
Japanese monetary authorities 
have been seeking recently to 
make investments denominated 
in their national currencies more 
attractive to international inves- 
tors. 

In Tokyo, Japanese investment 
managers said the previous steep 
rise in the dollar had depressed 
purchases of U.’S. securities be- 
cause of the foreign exchange 
risks involved. 

Mr. Yoshihiko Miyabe, an 
assistant general manager of 
Yasuda Trust and Banking, said 
that Japanese investors might 
shift more funds into European 
securities, but the volume would 
be small and U.S. securities 
would still predominate. 

In Bahrain, foreign exchange 
and investment managers said 
that the linkage of most Middle 
■East Gulf currencies to the dollar 
would keep the region's invest- 
ments biased in the U.S. curren- 
cy’s favour. 

Mr. Henry Azzam, economist 
with the Bahrain-based United 
Gulf Bank, said it was too early 
to talk of large shifts of invest- 
ment funds away from the dollar. 
This would happen only when 
evidence hardened that the U.S. 
economy was slowing or inflation 
rising, he added. 


U.S. Congress warns of trade 
retaliation against Japanese 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Congress has signalled to 
Japan and President Reagan that 
it may soon enact legislation to 
protect American industries if 
talks to ease access to Japanese 
markets are unsuccessful. 

The Senate Finance Commit- 
tee Tuesday passed a bill requir- 
ing Mr. Reagan to take action 
against Japanese imports through 
higher tariffs or quotas if be is 
unabe to persuade Japan to open 
its doors to more U.S. goods 
within 90 days. 

A few hours later, the House of 
Representatives voted 394 to 19 
for a non-binding resolution 
urging Mr. Reagan to take similar 
! 'action. The full Senate had 
’ approved its own non-binding re- 
solution urging last week on a 
vote of 92 to 0. 

But unlike the resolutions, the 
Senate Finance Committee’s bill 
will have the force of law if it 
dears Congress. Hie House 
Commerce Committee is to con- 
sider a similar bill Wednesday. 

The congressional action re- 
flects a growing concern with the 
record U.S. trade defidt of $123 
billion last year and anger at 
restrictive Japanese rules which 
keep American firms from ex- 
porting goods such as telecom- 
munications equipment, phar- 
maceuticals. wood products and 
tobacco. 

Last year, the United States 
recorded a S37 billion trade de- 
fidt with Japan. Congressional 
analysts estimate U.S. exports 


could increase by $10 to S12 
billion a year if Japan's trade 
barriers were eased. 

Meanwhile, a statement issued 
by the State and Commerce De- 
partments Tuesday said progress 
had been made on opening 
Japanese markets to American 
telecommunications equipment 
and cautioned that protectionist 
actions could hurt the United 
States as much as the Japanese. 

It expressed appredation for 
the efforts of Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone and 
said: “There is no single, simple- 
solution to our trade problems. 
What is required is hard work, - 
persistence and patience." . 

"We must remember that/. the 
solution to this problem is open- 
ing Japan's markets, not dosing 
ours. We should remember that 
ill-considered action could hurt us 
just as much as the Japanese,” 
the statement added. 

It listed as progress agreements 
on telecommunications regula- 
tions and standards, two areas 


U.S. firms have complained were 
used to block entry of their pro- 
ducts. 

Ignoring such assurances from 
the administration. House mem- 
bers warned that more restrictive 
legislation may be considered if 
Japan does not ease access for 
U.S. goods. 

House speaker Mr. Thomas 
O’Neill said in a message to 
Japanese leaders through U.S. 
ambassador to Japan Mr. Mike 
Mansfield: “They had better 
make some concessions on trade 
or they are in trouble." 

"What we are seeking is access 
to markets," Republican Senator 
John Chafee of Rhode Island 
said. 

The Senate bill gives Mr. 
Reagan three months either to 
convince Japan to buy more U.S. 
goods or face trade barriers. 

The administration came under 
fire in both chambers for being 
too soft in its talks with Japan and 
for shying away from threatening 
retaliation. 


Peanuts 



5UPPER PISH, 
COME OUTI^ 





Andy Capp 



THE SECRETOF ETERNAL 
YOUTH - MAKE SURE 
THEY GET PLENTY 
OF POCKET MONEY 




Alfa Romeo losses rise 

MILAN (Rj — Italian high-performance carmaker Alfa Romeo said 
Tuesday its losses more than trebled to almost S50 million last year, 
despite an increase in sales. The company said net losses rose to 97.8 
billion lire ($49 million) last year from 26.5 billion lire ($13 million) 



increasing i 

which is owned by the state-controlled industrial holding company: 
LRI, invested 227 billion lire (114 million) in 1984 in developing its- 
new range of saloons while cutting the labour force from 40,900 to 
38,800. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




d 



^Before I spend a fortune for a mechanic, 
I thought I'd try two aspirins in the 
gas tank!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g, by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to eaefi square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RUPEN 



31 


Tell me more 


ORNE 

D 


QL 


mm 


MESTI 

□ 


■ 


lX 



LAFTUR 


■ 

* 

H 

■ 

LL 


WHAT A FLATTERER 
SELDOM 15. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form Hie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


teQuumn] 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHICK TAFFY ARCTIC BRUTAL 

Answer. What dermatology is the science ot— 
-ITCH CRAFT” 


it 
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oviets modernising nuclear, 
conventional forces, U.S. says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States has 
said that the Soviet Union is continuing a rapid 

buildup and modernisation of its nuclear and 

conventional forces, but Moscow called the report 
“a piece of fiction”. 

ing and dangerous. And from 
their point of view, it probably is. 
because it would mean it would 
break their monopoly,” the 
secretary said. 

In Moscow, the news agency 
TASS called the Pentagon report 
a “fantastic piece of 'fiction' 1 and 
said the United States has no 
proof to back statements that the 
Soviets are researching space 
weapons. 

“The bigger tbe lie and the 
more often it is repeated, the 
more people believe it,” TASS 
said in a dispatch on the report. 
The dispatch said the Pentagon 
wants to justify U.S- military 
appropriations and the U.S. 
negotiating stance at tbe Geneva 
arms talks by creating a “mythical 
Soviet threat.” 

Mr. Weinberger also said he 
considered the shooting of a U.S. 
army officer in East in East Ger- 
many by a Soviet sentry a "calcu- 
lated act that amounted to an 
expression of Soviet policy. 

Mr. Weinberger's comments, 
which were beamed by satellite to 


Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger said the Soviet Un- 
ion is protesting President 
Ronald Reagan's “Star Wars” 
initiative only because it has laun- 
ched a massive, similar effort of 
its own and wants to preserve a 
monopoly in the area of high-tech 
warfare. 

“What I'm trying to portray is 
what we know to be the facts.” 
Mr. Weinberger said in releasing 
the Defence Department's fourth 
annual report on Soviet military 
power. “And that is that the 
Soviets are working, have been 
working for a long time — longer 
than we have — oh defensive 
systems.” 

The Soviets are campaigning 
against the American effort to 
develop an anti-missile system 
that could be deployed in space 
“because they are doing it them- 
selves and they want to be left 
alone to do it.” he continued. 

“They're very clearly pointed 
toward acquiring the precise kind 
of capability that they not deride 
out argue is so rerribly destabilis- 


Europe and Japan, were offered 
in an hour-long briefing during 
which be rented numerous exam- 
ples of what he called the Soviet's 
relentless drive to increase and 
modernise their weapons. 

“They continue to press ahead 
with modernisation of all ele-* 
merits of their strategic and con- 
ventional forces,” Mr. Weinber- 
ger said. 

It is in the area of Star Wars 
research, however, that the 1984 
report strikes new ground, focus- 
ing on Soviet efforts at a time 
when Mr. Reagan has asked Con- 
gress to provide S3. 7 billion for 
research in fiscal 1986 alone. 

Space-based weaponry is one 
of the subjects of the U.S.-Soviet 
arms control talks that began last 
month in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Mr. Weinberger warned that 
the “greatest additions” to the 
Soviet Union's military fleets are 
being made in the Far East. 

Mr. Weinberger said countries 
such as Japan and China &bould 
be concerned, since the most 
modem Soviet weapons have 
been sent to their region. 

* “The greatest additions to the 
Soviet air fleets and naval fleets 
are in their Far Eastern areas.” 
said Mr. Weinberger, speaking 
Tuesday from Washington via 
satellite to the NHK network in 


Tokyo in an interview broadcast 
Wednesday. 

“They are adding enormously 
to their naval and air strength in 
the whole region including the 
China Sea,” be said, adding that 
the additions “consist of the most 
modem surface vessels, the most 
modem submarines... as well as 
the newest planes that they are 
developing.” 

Mr. Weinberger made his com- 
ments on the same day that 
Japanese Defence Agency offi- 
cials reported that eight Soviet 
military ships were sighted off the 
Japanese coast, the largest Soviet 
fleet seen off Japan in five years 

Moving eastward, the Soviet 
fleet was reported in the Pacific 
320 kilometres south east of Oki- 
nawa and included a 34,000-ton 
Kiev dass aircraft carrier, said an 
agency offidal. 

The official said the fleet, 
whose destination was unknown, 
was sighted by a Japanese P-2J 
antisubmarine plane. 

Mr. Weinberger, however, 
emphasised in the interview that 
the United States is “regaining 
first of all our strategic deterrence 
■capability 1 ' by replacing old 
weapons such as the 26-year-old 
minuteman missile and adding 
new weapons. 


Soviets plan ‘ aggressive’ space probe 


SPACE CENTRE, Houston ( AP) 
— The Soviet Union is planning 
an aggressive programme of unm- 
anned planetary' exploration in the 
next few years, including lofting 
balloons into the atmosphere of 
Venus and intercepting Halley's 
Comet, a U.S. space agency expert 
has said. 

Mike Duke, a lunar and pla- 
netary scientist at the Johnson 
Space Centre, said the Soviets are 
devoting a great deal of attention 
and effort to exploring the solar 
system's inner planets with unm- 
anned probes. 

“The Soviet programme seems 


to take more of their national att- 
ention than it does in this cou- 
ntry,” said Duke. 

He said he talked with a group 
of Soviet scientists who attended a 
conference on lunar and planetary 
studies at the Johnson Space Cen- 
tre last month. 

Among the projects planned by 
the Soviets, said Duke, are a 1988 
mission to PHobos. a moon orb- 
iting mars, a mission to orbit the 
moon over its poles, and a 1986 
two-stage craft that would explore 
both the planet Venus and Hal- 
ley's Comet, which swirls around 


the sun every 76 years. 

Duke said the Pbobos mission 
would put a spacecraft within a 
few hundred metres of the surface 
of the Martian moon, which has a 
low gravity field. 

The craft wouldfire laser beams 
at the moon's surface and an ins- 
trument would analyse the ref- 
lected light to determine the obj- 
ect's composition. 

A Soviet craft in polar orbit 
around earth's moon could map 
and gather composition data in 
areas not studied during the U.S. 
Apollo programme, Duke said. 


African police tire kills black woman 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
biack woman apparently injured 
when riot police fired shotguns to 
disperse a black crowd erecting 
roadblocks in the troubled east- 
ern Cape died before an ambu- 
lance could reach her, police said 
Wednesday. 

Her death Tuesday night near 
Motherwell township brought to 
at least 40 the number killed in 
eastern Cape rioting in the past 
two weeks, including 19 shot by 
police in a single incident. 

Police said crowds of blacks 
threw stones at police patrols and 


private cars and set fire to houses 
and schools in overnight unrest. 

A policeman whose patrol was 
responsible for tbe 19 deaths on 
March 21 at Uitenbage Tuesday 
told an inquiry that be Teared 
mutilation by the 4,000-strong 
crowd. 

Sergeant Gerhard Stumke said: 
“I had been working in unrest 
situations for two months and I 
knew what would happen if these 
people got you. They mutilate 
you.” 

Residents of Langa on the riot- 
torn eastern Cape say they were 


rowly escaped being blown up by ; 
mafia car bomb which killed ! 


Italian magistrate says 
he received death threats 

had been the sole target, hired kil- 
lers could have picked him off 
almost any time since he was tra- 
nsferred to Sicily last year at his 
own request fronTTrento, norfth 
em Italy. 

Mr. Chinnici and two members 
of his police escort were killed in a 
July, 1983 car bomb blast outside 
his Palermo home. 

Magistrate Palermo, whose 
name was on arrest and search 
warrants issued against a number 
of local figures last month, would 
have been killed Tuesday had 
another car not passed at the 
time. 

Housewife Barbara Asia, 30. 
driving her twin sots Giuseppe 
and Salvatore to school, caught 
the full force of the blast, police 
said. 


TRAPANI. Sicily (R) — Mag- 
istrate Carlo Palermo, who nar- 

ra 
a 

young mother and two children, 
knew his life was under threat 
from the Sicilian underworld. 

"I knew what I was taking on.” 
the 38-year-old official told a tel- 
evision reporter from his hospital 
bed. “I cannot go into details, but 
yes, there was something of a thr- 
eat.” 

Tuesday's bombing on the out- 
skirts of Trapani was thought to be 
the work of Sicilian mafiosi who 
feel threatened by a series of jud- 
icial investigations, judicial sou- 
rces said. 

Legal sources said they viewed 
it as a symbolic attack designed to 
warn Italy's prosecuting aut- 
horities. 

The stolen car packed with up 
to 200 kilogrammes of dynamite 
■and detonated by remote control 
as Mr. Palermo's armoured car 
approached, was a replica of an 
attack on magistrate Rocco Chin- 
nici two years ago. ■ 

The sources said if Mr. Palermo 


Mr. Palermo, who last year iss- 
ued a judicial report linking the 
mafia with an international arms- 
for-drugs racket, is being treated 
in hospital for slight face and leg 
wounds. Five other people were 
wounded in the explosion, inc- 
luding two members of the escort 
who underwent emergency sur- 
gery in a Palermo hospital. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BT-CHAHLES GOREN 
<£• T034 Tribune Utah) Semen. Inc. 

. WEEKLY 
Q.I— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦954 S’ K 1063 0QJ8 4752 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 O Pans 

14 Pass ? 

What action do yoo take? 

Q-2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold-. 

4Q1063 7AK85 4AQ93 47 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQS72 ?KQ6 OKJ 4A72 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 


BRIDGE QUIZ 

QA-’-Both, vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4J7642 7AQ6 45 4K768 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

<L5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4KJ3 OK9875 4A6532 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

Q.G— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQJ53 <TK82 093 4A105 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 *7* Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


marching peacefully to a funeral 
on March 21 when police opened 
fire without warning. 

Sgt. Stumke was giving evi- 
dence Tuesday at an inquiry into 
the shooting after his officers. 
Lieutenant John Fouche and 
Warrant Officer Wouter Pentz, 
had contradicted a government 
statement that their patrol 
opened fire only after being 
pelted by stones and petrol 
bombs. 

Asked why no policeman had 
been hurt in what had been de- 
scribed as a frenzied mob attack, 
Sgt. Stumke said: “The lord pro- 
tected and safeguarded us. I have 
no other explanation." 


Moscow 
silent 
on summit 
possibilities 

MOSCOW (R) ‘ — Officials 
Wednesday refused to comment 
on President Reagan's statement 
that Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev had replied to his invita- 
tion to a summit. 

Mr. Reagan said in an inter- 
view with the Washington Post 
Tuesday that Mr. Gorbachev had 
replied but declined to say what 
the response was. Unidentified 
administration officials were 
quoted by the newspaper as 
saying Mr. Gorbachev bad 
reacted positively to the idea of a 
summit. 

The offidal Soviet media have 
made no reference to Mr. 
Reagan's invitation. 

The long-standing Kremlin 
position has been that a summit 
would be welcome if it were 
well-prepared and could promise 
something concrete. 

This was also Washington's line 
until Mr. Gorbachev succeeded 
late President Konstantin Cher- 
nenko last month. The adminis- 
tration has since indicated Mr. 
Reagan would be prepared for a 
meeting to get to know the new 
Soviet leader. 


Space shuttle accident 
caused by design defect 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Honda 
(AP) — A work platform fell and 
damaged the space shuttle Dis- 
covery last month because a cable 
linkage on an overhead crane 
system broke due to a design 
defect, reliable sources said. 

A notice that warned of defec- 
tive operation had been posted 
on the crane system, but it was 
small and may have fallen off, 
said the sources, who spoke on 


condition they not be identified. 

A board of investigation found 
that the overhead crane system 
that moves the shuttle work plat- 
forms had a design fault that 
allowed one cable's tension to 
differ from the other, the sources 
said. The difference, they said, 

■ caused a linkage in one cable to 
gradually weaken and then 
.break, dropping the 1.13 kilo- 
gramme metal platform onto the 
shuttle. 


Brazilian leader recovers 
from fourth operation 


SAO PAULO (R) — Brazil’s 
75-year-old president-elect Tan-, 
credo Neves was recovering Wed-' 
nesday in an intensive care unit 
after his fourth operation in 17 
days, presidential spokesman 
Antonio Brito said. 

The hernia surgery Tuesday fol- 
lowed a series of medical bulletins 
saying he was well on the road to 
recovery after three intestinal 
operations. 

The first, to remove a section of 
inflamed intestine, prevented his 
scheduled inauguration on March 
15. 

Mr. Brito stressed that the her-, 
nla operation was not related to 
complications from the previous 
surgery. 

The operation for a 3 0-y car-old 
hernia complaint was conducted 
under a spinal anaesthetic and Mr. 
Neves was conscious throughout, > 
following each stage of suigery. 
and repeatedly asktag his doctors' 
if they were nearly mushed, Mr. 
Brito said. 

After the 90-minute operation ' 
he talked with his family in tbe 
intensive care unit, Mr. Brito 
added. 

Mr. Brito said tests on infection 
around the site of previous surgery' 


had isolated the cause and ant- 
ibiotics were being prescribed to 
treat it. 

“These things should contribute 
to the speed of the president’s rec- 
overy*" he said. 

As reports of Mr. Neves' fresh 
crisis spread, crowds gathered 
around the heart hospital here 
anxious for news of the popular 
politician. 

A huge yellow banner was 
strung across a building near the 
hospital addressed to Mr. Neves’ 
wife: “ Dona Risoletta, you are not 
alone, we are 130 million Bra- 
zilians praying together." 

In Brasilia, the leader of Mr. 
Neves’ Brazilian Democratic 
Movement Party (PMDB), Uly- 
sses Guimaraes, said he was sur- 
prised by the operation Tuesday 
because Mr. Neves’ doctor had 
told him only hours earlier that 
despite a slight temperature eve- 
rything was under control. 

Interim President Jose Sarney 
was told of the new setback cm a 
special telephone link between the 
hospital and the presidency in 
Brasilia. Mr. Sarney maintained 
his schedule and parliament con- 
tinued without break. 


Gandhi seeks better 
understanding with U.S. 


NEW DELHI, India (AF) — Ind- 
ian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
was quoted Wednesday as saying 
he wants to establish a personal 
rapport with U.S. President Ron- 
ald Reagan to clear mis- 
understandings between their 
coun tries. 

“1 think one of the most imp- 
ortant thin gs would be to get to 
know each other on a personal 
level so chat misco Directions can 

be removed ” Mr. Gandhi told the 
Hindustan Times, New Delhi” s 
largest daily, in an interview. 

The United States and India 
have divergent security concerns 
and perceptions of global pro- 
blems. The Indian External Aff- 
airs Ministry said in a report this 
week that U.S.-Indian relations 
remain “under a cloud” because 
of supply of sophisticated Ame- 
rican arms to Pakistan, which 
Washington regards as a bulwark 
against Soviet expansion. 

Mr. Gandhi said he was eager to 
step up trade relations and “really 
introduce India to the United Sta- 
tes because there was tremendous 
upsurge of feeling for India after 
IndirajFs (slain prime minister - 
Indira Gandhi” s) visit in 1982. 

“But we have not been able to 
follow that up as we should have 
and the Festival of India in the 
USA, is one of the steps that we . 
have taken. It will really introduce 
India to the United States which 
has never been done before,” he 
added. 

Mr. Gandhi, chairman of the 
101 -nation Non-Aligned Mov- 
ement, is scheduled to pay an off- 


icial visit in June’to the United 
Stales where he will inaugurate 
the Festival of India. 

Mr. Gandhi said India and the 
United States sbould also improve 
their trade relations. 

Meanwhile the -Indian gov- 
ernment has extended for four 
months a ban on the entry of for- 
eigners into Punjab state, an off- 
icial spokesman said Wednesday. 

Punjab is the home of India's 14 
million Sikhs, many of whom are 
demanding greater antonomy. 
The state has been under army 
control since the ban was imposed 
last June on the eve of the army 
assault in the city of Amritsar on 
Sikh extremists holed up in the 
Golden Temple, the holiest Sikh 
shrine. 

The order bars foreigners, inc- 
luding journalists, from travelling 
to tbe troubled state without spe- 
cial permits. 

The government announced 
last month that businessmen and 
foreigners married to Indians 
could apply for special travel per- 
mits if they gave valid reasons for 
wishing to go to Punjab, India's 

breadbasket state. 

Thousands of Sikhs have been 
imprisoned in the state since the 
temple raid. The government, 
which recently freed eight jailed 
Sikh leaders, said this week it was 
considering releasing more than 
800 people imprisoned under a 
controversial Preventive Det- 
ention Law. 

However, Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi has said he will deal ste- 
rnly with Sikh terrorists. 


Two South Korean 
opposition parties unite 


■SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
The two largest opposition parties 
joined forces Wednesday under 
the banner of the new and out- 
spoken New Korea Democratic 
Party to form a unified front aga- 
inst President Chun Doo-Hwan. 

The New Korea Democratic 
Party, backed by dissident leaders 
Kim Dae-Jung and Kim Young- 
Sam, won 68 of 276 seats in the 
National Assembly in Feb. 12 ele- 
ctions. That made it the second- 
strongest party behind Mr. Chun's 
Democratic Justice Party (DJP), 
which woo 148 seats. 

The New Korea Democratic 
Party, hastily formed weeks bef- 
ore the election, gained three 
more seats soon after the election. 


when three legislators from sma- 
ller parties decided to join. 

It was unclear how many Dem- 
ocratic Korea Parly members 
would go along with their party’s 
decision to merge. By noon Wed- 
nesday, 21 members had joined 
the New Korea Democratic Party, 
increasing its assembly strength to 
92 seats, exactly one-third of the 
total. If the remaining 14 mem- 
bers join, the unified party will 
have 106 seats. 

The two Kims were considered 
major presidential contenders 
after President Park Chung-Hee 
was assassinated in October 1979, 
ending his one-man role that 
began with a military coup in 
1961. 


CQUlMHSl& fl 

84-year-old Iraqi has 101 sons 


. . house with a separate piece of land for each 

Xs 0& thi youngest is only two 

S not mind marrying for the eighth time, because Detect s ne 
is “in a very good health”. 

Bachelors set their hearts on Polish wires 

were oxfthe books of Mcnifct ^hmatag? 
emburg. The newspaper has been digged with tdephoM 
ovorLbc report, a^okesman at Btirfs Nurenjurg sgd 

WednesdayTjELisc Soeder, who runs Polorna, said 5.000 rotisn 
womeowme looking for Western husbands through her agency 
an^ronfirmed that about 3,000 had set their «\a W^ 
German. ‘‘They’re 18 to 60, single, 

looking for a groom,” Polish-boro Soeder, 61, fold Reuters. She 

saidtbe women wanted to many in the West 

material reasons and that the favourite destinations were West 

Germany, Britain and the United States. 

Rude ticket collectors abuse wrong man 

PEKING (R) — Two bad-mannered Chinese ticket collectors 
have become exceptionally polite since discovering that a ferry 
, passenger they abused was their city mayor, the China Dadv said 
Wednesday. The insolent ticket men hurled abuse at Wuhan 
Mayor Wu Guanzheng — travelling incognito to gain first-hand 
experience of his citizen's problems — when he tried to help a 
passenger they were insulting. “It was routine for me to abuse 
passengers,” one collector admitted to the paper, which added 
that both now serve passengers with a smile. 

16,000 evacuated to defuse old bomb 

LATISANA, Italy (AP) — Authorities have evacuated 16,000 
residents of two towns in north eastern Italy for several hours as 
experts defused a 10-ton, U.S.-made bomb froom World War EL 
Police said the bomb apparently had been dropped by a B-17 
plane during a raid on the Tagliamento River. It was discovered 
recently in a muddy area along the river during reclamation 
works. The residents of Latisana and the nearby village of San 
Michele AI Tagliamento were evacuated for nearly four hours, 
authorities said. 

Princess smokes despite warnings 

LONDON (R) — Princess Margaret, younger sister of Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth, ignored medical warnings and publicly lit a 
cigarette for the first time since she had a lung operation three 
months ago. The princess, 54, who was found not to have cancer 
when a piece of her left lung was removed in exploratory surgery 
in January, was however advised her to give up her 60- 
dgarettes-a-day habit She puffed at a silver cigarette holder 
during a television awards ceremony in London, her first public 
since returning from convalescence on the Caribbean 
Ique. 
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